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Angry deers itt rallied on Wall Street demanding justice from the police Rev. Al Sharpton promises weekly 
protest and civil unrest until justice 


and the state of New York. 


By Lucy Sanchez 
and Carl Chase 


demonstrators called for New York 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani to step down 
or at least submit to the people's 
ery for justice for victims of police 
brutality. 

‘The angry throngs followed the 
Rey's. Al Sharpton, and Herbert 
Daughtry w Wall Street and 


NEW YORK — Thousands of 


lunch-time assembly gathered out- 
side tl New York Stock 
Exchange. Many of them cited the 
killing of African immigrant 
Amadou Diallo and the lack of 
appropriate response from the city. 

“We're going to turn up the 
pressure. We will have civil disobe- 
dience in this city, and we will 
fight until there is justice. We're 
going King-style,” Sharpton said 
before sitting down in a nearby 


ds of the 

world's financial system. “Just like 

Martin Luther King upset the 

commercial district of Birming- 

ham we've come to disrupt the 

market of Wall Street,” Sharpton 
said. 


“They said we'd get tired after 
three days,” he added. “It’s been a 
month, and we're here from all 
over the Tri-state area. We are 
here because some of you con- 
tributed to (Giuliani’s) political 
campaign,” 


Sharpton said to the 


NEW YORK—An overflowing 
crowd of 1,700 people jammed 
|New York’s historic Town Hall 
jtheater Feb. 26 for “An Evening 
lof Justice for Mumia Abu-Jamal.” 
Celebrities, human rights advo- 
cates, labor leaders and former 
|political prisoners took the stage 
jon behalf of Abu-Jamal, an 
ican-American political pris- 
mer and award-winning journal- 
ist on Pennsylvania’s death row. 

Speakers said Abu-Jamal 
jmust receive a new trial and no 
death warrant must be signed by 
\Gov. Tom Ridge. They urged the 
jenthusiastic crowd to become 
jorganizers for the massive “Mil- 
lions for Mumia” demonstrations 
planned for Philadelphia and San 
[Francisco on April 24. 

Actor Ossie Davis, who kicked 
loff the meeting with a dramatic 
jreading from Abu-Jamal’s book 
(‘Live from Death Row,” said, 
[We're going to go to Philadelphia 
lin the millions” on April 24. “We 
Ineed not only to get ourselves 
Ithere, we need to raise money to 
bring other people there.” 

Other speakers included Pam 
Africa, Leonard Weinglass, Ram- 
lsey Clark, Safiya Bukhari, Dick 
|Gregory, Dennis Rivera, Maude 
LeBlanc, Geronimo ji Jaga 

Pratt), Rafael Cancel Miranda, 
|Michael Tarif Warren, Leslie 
Feinberg, Ashanti Chimurenga, 

y O'Brien, Bernard White, 
Ron Kuby, 

Leslie Jones, C. 


see CELEBRITIES page 3 


Former Black Panther Geronimo ji Jaga Pratt 


An evening of justice for political activist 
Mumia Abu-Jamal and Amadou Diallo © 


Racial sang infuriates New Jersey residents 


By Lucy Sanchez 
Staff Writer 


New Jersey community leaders and citizens 
are fired up! The latest disruption was caused 
by the Superintendent of State Police, Col. Carl 

Williams. His racially sparked remarks rein 
forced and 


population and 14 percent of drug users. How- 
ever, they are 35 percent of those arrested, 55 
percent of those convicted and 75 percent of 
those sentenced. Furthermore, 80 percent of 
whites consume crack, and 50 percent of them 
sale crack/cocaine. However, blacks and Latinos 
represent 80 percent of those in jail for the 
‘ i : 


images ol 
drugs. The community has e a state of 
national emergency on the State Police Dept. 
and has demanded immediate attention. 

Two days after Gov. Christie Whitman was 
alerted of the statement she fired Williams. 
However, this was not enough for the outraged 
community members. “His views are dastardly, 
his iteghte aeii and SMT and he's unfit 
to hold such a critical, important office,” Demo- 
crat LeRoy D. Jones told the AP. “He's a racist 
in the worst kind because he doesn’t even know 
it” 


Rev. Reginald Jackson of the Council of 
Black Ministers and Jones have taken an active 


ol 

Former Hudson County police officer 
Richard Rivera stated that the burden of 
responsibility should fall on everyone. “The 
community needs to get involved in holding 
their police officers accountable and good police 
officers need to stop closing their eyes because 
they don't realize that they are just hurting 
themselves,” stated Rivera. 

Rivera his life and his job by turning 
in corrupt officers to the FBI. Since then nine 
officers have pleaded guilty to racketeering, tax 
evasion, conspiracy and violation of civil rights. 
One officer just pleaded guilty to violating the 
civil rights of over 125 Latinos. 

Sen. Frank Lautenberg and Rep. Robert 


minorities that have been stopped on the turn- 
pike because of their race...That is absolutely 
Eoo stated Jackson. 

publie forum on police brutality 
and racial roii held at New Jersey City 
University, Junius Williams stated that people 
have been hyped up to believe that blacks are 
the primary cause of the drug problem in Amer- 
ica even though statistics from the United 
States Dept. of Justice can prove the contrary. 
The nights attorney and former president of 
the National Bar Association stated that blacks 
are approximately 12 percent of the national 


Menendez have stepped to the forefront urging 
the Dept. of Justice to expedite their investiga- 
tion. In addition, the NAACP has called on Pres. 
Clinton and U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno 
to take immediate action. 

“Make no mistake, this is a national State of 
Emergency that requires the swift and immedi- 
ate intervention by Pres. Clinton to stop the 
escalation of apparent police brutality and the 
excessive use of deadly force in communities of 
color,” said NAACP President and CEO Kweisi 

Mfume. 


Many of the community residents and lead- 
ers are furious and frustrated. They are hungry 


Rex. “Jackals! and! Assemblyman LeRoy Jones 
address racial profiling at the State House in Trenton. 
for solutions and tired of injustice. Through 
continuous mass mobilization and organiza- 
tion community members vowed to keep 
pressure om the government until a thorough 
investigation of the police force has been com- 

ed the police force 
tivity, ethics, cultur- 
al awareness training in order to create better 
community-police relationships. 


arres 

The unarmed Diallo was shot 
19 times by five plain-clothes 
NYPD officers. Sharpton noted 
that 30 days had passed since the 
killing and the officers still weren’t 
arrested. “They say wait. How long 
can we wait?” he said. 

The crowd included activists, 
Wall Street professionals and con- 
cerned citizens. “They need to 
bring the issues out here,” said a 
Wall Street reinsurance company 


ction to ly get 


‘Step down Giuliani’ 


examiner named Marilyn, “Let 
people here be aware of what's 
going on. They need to do this 
every week.” 

Outside Trinity Church, police 
were tightly gripping their PR-24 
night-sticks as they surrounded 
Sharpton, Daughtry and several 
associates who sat in the street 
and willingly and defiantly waited 
for the grand symbolism of their 
pending arrest. 

“Why do they need riot gear?” 
asked a 39-year-old mother from 
Brooklyn. “It's mostly women out 
here.” 

“The protests will go on until 
Giuliani is behind bars,” said Dino 
Tasova, a 58-year-old artist from 
Brooklyn. “He is turning the city 
into Berlin. (New York) has united 
much more,” said the Croatian 
immigrant, who is white. “Thanks 
to him, 
against police brutality and injus- 
tice. We don’t want a police state. 


Distraught mother held photos of her son Jovan Gonzalez during the Wall 
Street rally. Gonzalez was a victim of police brutality. 


Rev. Herbert Daughtry praises the crowd for gathering on the cold, rainy 
day and successfully paralyzing the financial capital of the nation. 


Legislators putting brakes on AG’s 
supreme court nomination 


By Carl Chase 
Staff Writer 


A growing number of the 
state legislature’s black, Hispan- 
ic and Democratic members 
won't support Attorney General 
Peter Verniero as Gov. Christie 
Whitman's Supreme Court nom- 
inee until the Justice Depart- 
ment exonerates him in its probe 
of racial profiling by State Police 
Poti, legislators said. 

w. Christie Whitman’s 
ee 1 firing of State Police 
Superintendent Col. Carl 
Williams for racist remarks 
should have sent a sobering mes- 
sage to the rank-and-file troop- 
ers, said Democratic legislators 
and members representing 
minority populations. 

“Both Williams and Verniero 
are equally at fault for procrasti- 
nation on the growing litany of 
profiling complaints, yet one is 
out of a job and the other is 
poised for one of the most covet- 
ed positions in the state,”Assem- 
blyman Leroy Jones wrote on 
March 2 to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

Senate Minority Leader Sen. 
Richard Codey (D-West Orange) 
urged Senate President Donald 
DiFrancesco (R-Scotch Plains) to 
hold off on the confirmation vote, 
which could te made as early as 
March 18. 


Recent statistics showed 75 
percent of those arrested on the 
New Jersey Turnpike are 
minorities. A 1996 study by a 
‘Temple University law professor 
found racial profiling on the road 
and a Gloucester County case 
showed blacks were targeted on 
its souther end. But Verniero 
and the State Police maintain no 
such policy exists. 

“This man has presided over 
a closed investigation when the 
spotlights needed to come on,” 
state Sen. Wayne R. Bryant (D- 
Camden) said of Verniero, who is 
responsible for both the police 
force and the ongoing internal 
investigation into profiling 
charges. 

Whitman “sees no reason to 
delay the Senate vote, and she 
hopes that it will go forward,” 
Whitman spokesperson Wendi 
Patella said. 

As President Clinton arrived 
in Newark on March 3, Assem- 
blywoman Nellie Pou (D-Pater 
son) and other members of the 
Legislative Black and Latino 
Caucus asked him to help speed 
the process. 

Clinton, who has been follow- 
ing the controversy, assured the 
group that U.S. Deputy Attorney 
General Eric Holden looked for- 
ward to meeting with concerned 
legislators on March 9 in Wash- 
ington. 


sople are coming together. / 


PEOPLE 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 


MONTCLAIR — The North New 
Jersey Astronomical Group presents 
a discussion on cartoon astronomy 
featuring cartoonist Kevin Conod at 
Montclair State University's 
Richardson Hall beginning at 8 p.m. 
(973) 680-8420. 


ELIZABETH — The Union County 
Division on Aging will hold an out- 
reach meeting for senior citizens at 
Peterstown Community Center 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. (908) 527- 
4419 or 1-888-280-8226. 


PLAINFIELD — Swain Galleries pre- 
sents landscape painter S. Allyn 
Schaeffer displaying some of his 
award winning painting beginning at 
9:30 a.m. (908) 756-1707. 


NEWARK — Essex County College 
presents a Women’s History Month 
Celebration featuring Galen Abdur- 
Razzaq at the school’s Burch Theater 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. (973) 877- 
3053. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 11 


CALDWELL — Caldwell College pre- 
sents a music series on swing bands 
featuring the Gentle Winds Orchestra 
beginning at 8 p.m. (973) 618-3000. 


NEW YORK — The School of Visual 
Arts (SVA) will hold an art exhibit on 
unusual science creations at 
Westside Gallery beginning at 5 p.m. 
(212) 592-2010, 


NEWARK — The Newark Museum 
After Hours Program presents the 
25th Newark Black Film Festival fea- 
turing the screening of Julie Dash's 
Daughters of the Dust beginning at 6 
p.m. (973) 596-6638 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The State 
Theater presents the off-stage pro- 
duction of Beehive beginning at 8 
p.m. (732) 246-7469. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 12 


CRANFORD — Union County 
College will host an art exhibit of 
New York City’s street life through the 
eyes of artist Joan Arbeiter at Union 
County College's Tomasulo Gallery 
beginning at 7 p.m. (908) 709-7503. 


SCOTCH PLAINS — Union County 

Vocational-Technical Schools will 

hold the grand opening of the Bake 

Shop in Baxel Hall beginning at 12 
m. (908) 889-UCVT(8288) 


ELIZABETH — The Elizabeth 
Playhouse the stage production of 
No Time For Comedy beginning at 
7:30 p.m. (908) 355-0077. 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield Senior 


Citizens Center will hold a 
on women’s history in the U.S. begin- 
ning at 10:30 a.m. (908) 753-3506. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 13 


CALDWELL — Caldwell College will 
hold open registration for adults 
interested in sociology and criminal 
justice beginning at 9 a.m. (973) 618- 
3000. 


NEWARK — WBGO will accept 
donations of any types of musical 
instruments at WBGO studios. For 
more information on time call (973) 
645-6940. 


MONDAY, MARCH 15 


NEW YORK — The Hispanic 
Organization of Latin Actors will hold 
its 25th Anniversary celebration at 
the Players Club beginning at 6 p.m. 
(212) 691-6988. 


PLAINFIELD — The Plai 
Citizens Center will 
Community Health Law Project ser- 
vices and programs for seniors 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. (908) 753- 
3506. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17 


NEW YORK — The Studio Museum 
in Harlem presents a discussion and 
exhibit on the works of Richard 
Powell beginning at 6:30 p.m. (212) 
864-4500. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 19 


CALDWELL — Caldwell College pre- 
sents pianist Jonne Polk and soprano 
singer Laura Greenwald beginning at 
8 p.m. (973) 618-3000. 


NEW ARK — Ujima Mission to Africa 
presents the Third Annual African 
Heritage Awards Banquet at The 
Mediterranean Manor beginning at 
6:30 p.m. (973) 746-3079. 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield Senior 
Citizens Center will hold a birthday 
for seniors born on the month of 
March beginning at 1:30 p.m. (908) 
753-3506 


SATURDAY, MARCH 20 


ELIZABETH — The City of Elizabeth 
Department of Recreation presents 
the Fourth Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
at Carteret PArk beginning at 9:30 
a.m. (908) 820-4220. 


MONDAY, MARCH 22 


JERSEY CITY — New Jersey City 
University will hold its Second Annual 
Student Research Forum at the 
school’s Hepburn Hall beginning at 
10 a.m. (201) 200-3426. 
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Raving reviews given 
to urban radio stations 


Union County women saluted 


for 28 years of service 


Recently the City of Newark honored Inner City Broadcasting with an awards 

gala at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. The event acknowl- 

edged Inner City Broadcasting for iljpommitmanttio providing top gar pro- 
Community in the New York/New 


oa F Pierre Sutton, Lawrence Goldman of 
NJPAC, and Faran Mayor Sharpe James. 


New Jersey’s CEO af Bell Atlantic 
celebrates with 7 The Chroni s Home 


President and CEO of Bell Atlantic New Jersey William Freeman (right) was 
on hand to celebrate Black History Month at The Children’s Home in Mount 
Holly. Freeman talk was part of a series of lectures at m chool to celebrate 
Black History Month. Freeman told.the kida to r reach dreai 

and don't settle for less in life. Pi s Eleanor Miller, direc- 
tor of development for The Children’s Home. The Children’s Home ie à non- 
profit that provides and vices to 
abused and neglected youth. It's program Serves 40 boys and girls ages 9- 
17 and its residential program serves 41 boys ages 9-17. 


Freeholder Chester Holmes ae) as aa alee od {ior with a Das 
tion from the Union County Boar following a 
History Month program at the Evs fiery. Freeholder Holmes thanked het 
forall she has done through the years. Looking on with pride is her daughter 
Deborat 


Caribbean Studies expert 
speaks at Bloomfield College 


Dr. Adrian McFarlane (center), a visiting fellow at Oxford University and a 
professor of philosophy at Hartwick Colfeus, visited Bioorafi¢ht College 
last week to discuss “African America plc Histories: 
Their Differences and Similarities.” The event was si red by the 
Westminster Foundation at Bloomfield College. Pictured from:left are: 
Doris Brows, (Weamninster Falimdetion baard member; Rev. Richard 
rim chaplin at Bloomfield College; Rev. Nancy H. Schluter, 
chapin. ‘at Rider University and Westminster Foundation board 

ia C. Epps, vice president for Student Affairs at Bioomfsid College: 
and John Noonan, president of Bloomfield College. 
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JESSE JACKSON 
LEADS RALLY TO 
PROTEST POLICE 
SHOOTING 


RIVERSIDE, Calif. (AP) — 
Rey, Jesse Jackson led about 500 
people at a rally and march through 
city streets once again asking author- 
ities to fully investigate what he 
called the “firing squad” that shot a 
young black woman to death as she 
sat in her car. 

Tyisha Miller was shot 12 times 
by four police officers early Dec. 28 
at a gas station in a shooting that has 
inflamed racial tension in this city 
about 60 miles east of Los Angeles. 

“We don’t seek revenge or retri- 
bution. We seek remedy,” Jackson 
said. 

The county distriet attorney's 
office is conducting a grand jury 
investigation to determine whether 
charges should be filed against the 
officers, and the FBI is making a 
preliminary inquiry to determine 
whether there should be a full civil 
rights investigation. 


RADIO SHOCK JOCK 
“GREASEMAN” 
SUSPENDED FOR 
RACE-RELATED 
REMARK 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Radio 
shock jock Doug Tracht, known as 
“Greaseman”, has been suspended 
indefinitely for a race-related 
remark made on Station WARW- 
FM. 


‘The station’s general manager, 
Sarah Taylor, announced that she 
it without pay. 


The refe 
and death i Texas of James Byrd 
Jr., a black paan decapitated while 
being dragged behind a pickup 
truck. 


nce was to the torture 


Taylor stated she “deplored the 
comment and was appalled by it.” 


AMERICAN MUSLIMS 
BEGIN PILGRIMAGE 
SEASON 


WASHINGTON — On March 
25, Muslims in America and around 
the world will begin observing 
activities associated with the annual 
Hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca. Hajj 
is one of the “five pillars” of the 
Islamic faith. (The other “pillars” 
include a declaration of faith, daily 
prayers, offering regular charity, and 
fasting during the month of 
Ramadan.) Hajj activities take 
place during six days (8th - 13th) of 
the Islamic Lunar month of Dhul- 
Hijjah|which begins March 18. Pil- 
grimage is a once-in-a-lifetime 
obligation for those Muslims who 
have the physical and financial abil- 
ity to undertake the journey. It is 
also a form of worship that involves 
the entire being: body, mind and 
soul 


CONVICTED CHURCH 
- LEADER STILL HAS 
LONG ROAD AHEAD 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 
— With a possible seven-year 
prison sentence ahead of him, the 
Rev. Henry Lyons, convicted of 
racketeering and grand theft, pon- 
dered his uncertain future in a safe 
haven — his church.The president of 
the National Baptist Convention 
USA, who was found guilty of 
swindling millions of dollars last 
week, spent the weekend preaching 
to his congregation at Bethel Metro- 
politan Church in St. Petersburg. 

Lyons was expected back in 
Pinellas County for court officials 
to begin a pre-sentence investiga- 
tion. He faces three to seven years 
in prison under state sentencing 
guidelines. A date for sentencing 
has not been set. 

Free on b§nd until his sentene- 
ing, Lyons wgs allowed to go to 
funeral services Sunday in 
Gainesville for his 81-year-old 
grandmother, who died last week. 
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Celebrities,political leaders at Town Hall speak out on police brutality 


continued from page one 


Leslie Jones, C. Clark 
Kissinger, and Monica Moore- 
head. 


Peter Seeger led the audience 
in song. Musical performances 
were also given by the Boukman 
Eksperyans and Rhythms of 
‘Aqua. Larry Lawrence of the 
John Brown Society presented 
Mumia Abu-Jamal with the 
group’s highest award, the gold 
medal. Accepting for Abu-Jamal 


Panther and one-time president 
of the Philadelphia Association 
of Black Journalists, has been om 
death row for 17 years. In 1981 
Abu-Jamal was accused of killing. 
Philadelphia police officer Daniel 
Faulkner. He has always main- 
tained his innocence, and sup- 
porters say he was the target of a 
frame-up because of his political 
beliefs and outspoken opposition 
to racism and police brutality. 
His trial was marred by judicial 
and i i d 


was Pam Africa of 
Concerned Family and Friends 
of Mumia, who was introduced as 
“the heart and soul of this strug- 
gle” 

Many Town Hall speakers 
compared the case of Abu-Jamal, 
who was framed for his untiring 
fight against- police brutality, 
and the brutal Feb. 4th slaying of 
immigrant worker Amadou Dial- 
lo by four white cops in New 
York. An intimidation campaign 
by members of the New York 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Associa- 
tion (PBA) failed miserably, said 
Town Hall organizers. A counter 
demonstration by PBA members 
drew only 50 people. 

Abu-Jamal, a former Black 


Clinton 


By Carl Chase 
Staff Writer 


NEWARK—President Bill 
Clinton was in New Jersey for 
the first time in over a year 
when he told a Newark audi- 
ence, “I want to congratulate 
everyone who had anything to do 
with building this wonderful 
Performing Arts Center.” 

om the main stage at the 
NJPAC, he thanked Torricelli 
for his unwavering support of 
his presidency, which came in 
handy over the past year. “Bob 
Torricelli has been my friend in 
good times and bad times. I'll 
never forget it.” 

Clinton called on Americans 
to holster the Social Security 
‘hal Med «are from the federal 
We ought to put first 

” he said. 

as ka support for his fed- 
eral proposal to encourage 
investment in inner cities simi- 
lar to a program that spurs for- 
eign investment. “If it works 
overseas, it will work for you.” 

Clinton and the senator have 
made great strides that continue 
to help feed the area’s current 
vitality, Newark Mayor Sharpe 
James said. “From putting police 


Yankees, Nets 
to merge teams 


By Ronald Blum 


NEW YORK (AP) — In a move 
that shakes up sports cable TV but 
won't change George Steinbrenner’s 
role as The Boss, the New York Yan- 
kees and the New Jersey Nets signed a 
letter of intent to merge the two teams 
into one company. 

The deal creates a new holding 
company, YankeeNets, that the leans 
value at about $1.4 billion, The baseball 
and basketball teams will remain as sep- 
arate subsidiaries under their current 
leadership, with Steinbrenner running 
the Yankees, and Lewis Katz and Ray 
Chambers running the Nets. 

“Nothing is going to change here,” 
Yankees manager Joe Torre said. 

However, money to be paid by new 
partners in the company could help 
build an arena for the Nets facility in 
Newark, reconstruct Yankee Stadium or 
build a Manhattan ballpark, said a base- 
ball official speaking anonymously. 

Based on early projections of their 
next TV deal, the Yankees’ revenue in 
2001 could approach $250 million, in 
stark contrast to small-market teams’ 
annual revenue as low as $35 million. 

The biggest change will be in tele- 
vision, with the new company expected 
to approach both Time Wamer Inc. and 
The Walt Disney Co.’s ESPN unit about 
starting a new regional sports cable net- 
work. The Yankees’ $486 million, 12- 
year contract with Cablevision System 
Corp.'s MSG Network expires after the 

season, and the Nets’ contract 
with Fox Sports New York, another 
Cablevision unit, expires after the 2001- 
02 season. 

Steinbrenner had been in negotia- 
tions last year to sell the team. He led a 
group that purchased the Yankees from 
CBS Inc. in 1973 for about $10 million 
and owns about 60 percent of the team, 
then approached the Nets, who were 
bought last autumn for about $150 mil- 
lion, with Katz and philanthropist Ray- 
mond Chambers heading the group and 
comedian Bill Cosby a part owner. 

The deal values the Yankees at 
$700 million and the Nets at about $150 
million. About $550 million in cash will 
be contributed by new partners such as 
the the investment bank Allen & Co. 
Inc., and the real estate company Tish- 
man Speyer, the baseball official said. 


In October, the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court turned down 
Abu-Jamal’s appeal for a new 
trial. Speakers at the Town Hall 
rally said a new trial must be 
held so that Abu-Jamal’s defense 
team, headed by civil-rights 
lawyer Leonard Weinglass, can 
present compelling evidence of 
Abu-Jamal’s innocence. 

Monica Moorehead, a nation- 
al coordinator of “Millions for 
Mumia,” said, “Mumia’s case has 
shone an international spotlight 
on the racist death penalty and 
police brutality in the U.S. From 
his tiny cell on death row, 
Mumia has continued to speak 
out against all forms of injustice, 


raises 


officers on our streets to creating 
new jobs to fighting for Social 
Security and Medicare, Newark 
and New Jersey are on a roll.” 
Even as pickets outside 
yelled “shame on you” at sup- 
porters and blamed Clinton for 
America’s moral decline, Torri- 
celli was clearly gratified on that 
March 3 night. 
Torricelli 


Audience members listen intenly at the Town Hall meeting for Mumia Abu-Jamal. 


inspiring millions of people 
around the world.” 

Moorehead said: “Tonight's 
meeting showed there is broad 
support to demand a new trial 
for Mumia. On April 24th, peo- 


ple from all walks of life will 
come together for the massive 
‘Millions for Mumia’ demonstra- 
tions in Philadelphia and San 
Francisco. 

“This is the time for all peo- 


ple of conscience, all people who 
hate racism and who believe in 
justice, to stand together and 
make their voices heard. Mumia 
Abu-Jamal must not be execut- 
ed. He must receive a new trial.” 


millions for Torricelli 


stitutional grounds. 

Torricelli has called the 
impeachment campaign a 
“flawed prosecutor’s unending 
pursuit of a duly-elected Presi- 
dent.” 

The President showed his 
gratitude by contributing his 
own celebrity. to a grand tri- 
umph for Torricelli: the thou- 


voter 
against, impeachment last 
month despite his 


late gala raised 
$2.15 eral to fuel the sena- 
tor’s bid for lection. About 95 


Clintons benefice rerarding Fal 
Monica Lewinsky affair—has 
remained among Clinton’s 
staunchest allies on mainly Con- 


percent of the 2,000-plus sup- 
porters were New Jerseyans, 
aides said. 

Torricelli thanked the audi- 


ence of about 1,500 for their 
overflowing support. “You aren’t 
involved in politics simply for 
yourselves. You're here for a 
country who needs you ... and 
that’s what makes you special.” 
He said the country is enjoy- 
ing enormous prosperity, citing 
a 6 percent annual growth of the 
economy and the “best employ- 
ment records in 40 years.” 
However, many public 
schools still’ require expensive 
repairs, families still lack day 
care and seniors need Medicare, 
he said. He called for coopera- 
tion from Republicans for what’s 


left of Clinton’s term. “You do no 
damage to Bill Clinton if you 
deny the next two years of 
productive (national leadership). 
You'll only do damage to the 
United States.” 

The national leaders 
appeared after actor Kevin 
Spacey and two very hard acts to 
follow: Gospel singer Cissy 
Houston’s rendition of the 
National Anthem, and disco 
queen Gloria Gaynor. Gaynor, a 
Newark native, sang “Never Can 
Say Goodbye” and what might 
be Clinton’s theme: “I Will Sur- 
vive.” 


is free. 


Will you get your share of the 
BillionS for business and jobs? 


We invite you to join the Business & Job Expo 2000 designed to help business owners and residents, specifically 
those who are located in urban centers, learn about the billions of dollars in business and job opportunities, especially 
in the airport and construction industry. 

Business Expo 2000 gives businesses an opportunity to let corporations, state, county, city agencies, and non-profit 
organizations know about yout products and services. In addition, business owners will attend business builder sessions 
in business coaching focused on growing your businesses. 

Job Expo 2000 will give urban residents an opportunity to learn about available job opportunities, possible careers, 
and technology training available preparing them for the challenges of the new millennium. 


Hosted by 
Minority Business Journal 
of New Jersey & New York 
Sponsored by 


Horizon Mercy 


The Port Authority of NY & NJ Office of Business & Job Opportunity 


Schering-Plough 


April 12, 1999 
Call (908) 754-3400 (908) 753-1036 (fax) 


Newark International Airport Marriott Hotel 


8:30 am - 3:00 pm 
First come/First served 


Newark International Airport Marriott Hotel 


Expo Only C 
(Far ici ii 


yC 


Breakfast & Lunch 


Limited Pre-regi 


required) 


Tentative Agenda 


Opening Session: 


e Business trends for the new millennium 


Lunch Topic and speaker to be announced 
i Registration Form 

{Name 

‘Address. 

City/State/Zip. 

\Phone 

Fax # 

Registration for___Business___Job ___ Both 


Business Builder Seminars: 


Finding capital 


e Improve your bottomline with technology 
Building customer loyalty 
Tapping the power of the urban market 


ee ee een 


Company Name: 


Type of Business. 


Contact Person 


Title 


RSVP by Calling (908) 754-3400 or Fax ( fax 908-753- 


1036) Deadline April 7, 1999 


OPINION 


March 10 - March 16, 1999 


Getting to the 
root of evil 


People are not born evil. They are e taught it 

sexist, profit hungry, 
Products of these self-destructive fiat. ay losia that are perpetuat- 
ed in our society today. It is much easier to do harm than it is to do good. It 
is even harder for the good to stand up to those who are maliciously devour- 
ing the little bit of integrity, respect, and dignity that is left in this world. 

‘Therefore, let’s explore where these thoughts developed, how they are 
nourished and most of all how to eradicate them. Our global structure has 
been built by several world powers who kill at will to expand and control other 

|, people and economies. Trillions of innocent men, women and children 
have died in these battles to obtain a man-made status which has brainwashed 
people into believing that they must buy nature. That they can claim nature. 

We have a produced a global society where those things which are pro- 
duced naturally such as food, land, and water must be traded for a monetary 
unit. We have produced a society in which there are government endorsed and 
enforced war units to protect and expand territory to control and exploit the 
land and the natives in it. We have produced nuclear weapons which can anni- 
hilate the human extinction level as we know it today. We have allowed mil- 
lions of children and babies to die of hunger when their is a surplus of food in 
|. We have allowed governmental structures to practice genocii 
maintain a ‘God-given’ manifest destiny and purification of the races; when if 
we all did our homework we would know that there is only one race and that 
the Nile River runs through all of your blood. 

There is a lot more people who know and practice good than those who 
practice evil. It is up to us to bear the burden and eliminate their ignorance. 
It takes a wise person to admit his/her own faults and a brave person to help 
others with theirs. Anytime another person or group is being oppressed, dis- 
criminated against or deprived than we all suffer. Anytime someone dies a 
reckless death than we slowly commit suicide on the human race. Anytime we 
allow our children to hold firearms and inject their innocent bodies with nee- 
dies; or believe that we can control human reproduction with fertility drugs, 
clone young, or suck the life out of mothers with vacuums we have created our 
own destruction, 

re must be a revitalization of humane treatment and universal respect 
for all life forms. We must start this process within ourselves for we are all at 
fault. We all fall short of perfection in some of our beliefs, practices or knowl- 
edge. We are human so that is expected. However, what should not be accept- 
ed is the belief that it is all right to maintain these ignorant practices and con- 
tinue living in the dark. Just because a system is in practice does not mean that 


eee, áre not born racist, 
The 


it is the perfect one. We must challenge and change any order of power that 


intentions.’ So let’s start by loving ourselves, our neighbors and 
that we contributed to a withering society that will 


explode due to a universal struggle for money, power and greed. 


„the 


‘Colored Fountains’ 
coming to the internet 


By John William Templeton 


There is a reason that the 
Creator gave us at least six senses. 
At the, very moment that my ears 
perked up hearing the moving story 
on the radio of a senior citizen who 
cried when she saw a photo.of white 
and colored fountains while visiting 
Birmingham Civil Rights 
Museum, my eyes bulged over 
something else on my computer 
screen. 

On Feb. 24, a group of big com- 


` panies ‘and 70 “major” universities 


are unveiling their ‘own private 
Internet with high-speed bandwidth 
that can handle practically any com- 
puter application at speeds thou- 
sands of times faster than the rest of 
us. Another federally-financed con- 
sortium is building a high-speed 
Internet Il for research universities. 

Eyen a country boy from North 
Carolina could understand the con- 
nection. Originally, the Internet was 
not supposed to be accessible to the 
public. It was contemplated and 
designed when only big companies 
and federally-funded university 
researchers had access to computers. 

Because of the threat of nuclear 
war, it was thought that it could sur- 
vive because it did not have central- 
ized controls. Now, it has far out- 
stripped the purposes that the U.S. 
military originally intended it for, 
even destabilizing authoritarian 
regimes like the People’s Republic 
of China. i 

On the Intemet, there is the 


potential for everyone to be equal. * 


Clearly, this is not consistent with 
American history. So, rather than 
building high-speed links to grade 
schools, community colleges, 
libraries, recreation centers, church- 
es and homes, both the federal gov- 
ernment and this private consortium 
want their own Internet. And, you or 
I won't be able to access theim. 

You see they are far more wor- 
ried about your having the same 
information’ they have than any 
nuclear bomb. 

‘The stakes are bigger than Bull 
Connor could imagine. With the cur- 
rent relatively accessible Internet, 
the impact of the digital divide will 
amount to a $3 trillion loss of 
ingome for Black and Latino house- 
holds due to lack of access to jobs, 
business opportunities and equity 


ownership in high growth firms. 

t the access to science, engi- 
neering, research and development 
be further concentrated in the hands 
of an increasingly wealthy elite, and 
those trends will grow worse. In 
California, home of most of the high 
technology industry and the high- 
flying Internet stocks, a new report 
concludes that the gap between the 
rich and poor grew wider during the 
economic rebound than during the 
recession earlier this decade. 

The universities behind these 
exclusive networks are the same 
‘ones that are at the forefront of the 
attacks on affirmative action, mean- 
ing that students who do not attend 
these universities will be at a big 
disadvantage. 

The Congressional Black and 
Hispanic Caucuses should halt these 
efforts unless. they pene aia 
access to d pre- 


Blacks: 


The forgotten victims 
of the Holocaust 


by Barbara Reynolds 


Every Black History month there 
is a flurry of stories about little known 
facts and folks from black rodeo stars 
to Negro baseball teams to the Black 
Nubians who built the Egyptian pyra- 
mids. 

So, why not the story of the “for- 
gotten victims,” those blacks who 
died in the Holocaust? Sooner or later 
Hollywood or the networks will dis- 
cover the boxes of material sitting on 
the shelves in the Holocaust Museum 
and wonder like I do why the story of 
the thousands of blacks who were exe- 
cuted, used in experiments, sterilized 
or gassed in Nazi Germany remains 
such a secret? 

Volumes have been written on 
how Hitler’s hatred resulted not only 
in the mass murder of Jews, but also 
of Gypsies, Poles, the retarded and 
disabled, any group that stood in the 
way of an “Aryan” superior race. Yet, 
there is virtually no discussion of how 
Hitler treated blacks, who had the mis- 
fortune to either be born in Germany 
or be captured during World War Il. 

In the pages of articles written by 
scholars, such as Robert W. Kesting, 
in the “Journal of Negro History,” the 
stories about the black victims come 
alive. 

Kesting who investigated Nazi 
war crimes wrote about how “100 
Negro prisoners of war were executed 
once they completed the task of dig- 
ging their own graves;” how orders 
were given by the SS infantry to take 
no “Negro prisoners alive” and how 
1,000 black Senegalese soldiers used 
as slave laborers at a factory at 
Fritzlar, Germany were executed on 
orders given by the owner of the plant, 
who was also a high-ranking Nazi. 
Their crime: They stole potatoes to eat 
because they were starving. 

In an article, Kesting wrote: “On 
Dec. 1944 never the town of 
Wereth, Belgium, 11 Afro Americans 
were brutally executed and their bod- 
ies hideously mutilated before and 
after the executions. These facts were 
revealed during an investigation con- 
ducted by war crimes investigators 
and autopsies performed on March 18, 
1945,” And, on “May 4, 1944, three 
Colored American pilots were hanged 
in the public square after being taken 
from a Budapest jail.” 

Some of the blacks in Nazi 
Germany were U.S. prisoners of war. 
Others were either Africans from 

rance or Rhineland Mulattoes, the 
offspring of German women and 


African soldiers who were part of the 
French occupation of the Rhineland in 
World War I. There had also been race 
mixing in some of the German-occu- 
pied African colonies, such as 
Namibia. 

The African soldiers also fathered 
some 800 black children, who were 
referred to as “Rhineland Bastards.” 
‘The race-mixing was demeaned by the 
Germans, and when Hitler came to 
power laws on racial purity were 
passed. As the children became child- 
bearing age they were either sterilized 
or died in the camps under the Nazis 
euthanasia program that was designed 
to exterminate those who were consid- 
ered genetically inferior. “In later 
years no trace of the 800 children 
could be found,” wrote Len Cooper, a 
Washington researcher, writing on the 
Holocaust. 

Cooper wrote that it was not 
uncommon for German anthropolo- 
gists to maintain private collections of 
African skeletons. The anthropolo- 
gists would enter sacred burial 
grounds and ransack the graves for 
artifacts that could be put on display 
in museums. 

Cooper also wrote of how 
German armies used to invade the 
Southwest colonies of Africa, block- 
ing food and water from getting in, 
resulting in the massacre of thou- 
sands. “German policy in the colony 
stated that blacks had no right to live 
Ba that blacks had no useful pur- 


“Talthough the story of blacks in 
the Holocaust has sadly been neglect- 
ed, the townspeople of Wereth, 
Belgium remembered those black 
Americans who died there at the 
hands of Nazi racists 

In 1989, a monument was dedicat- 
ed in their honor. 

All of this is important not only 
because of historic accuracy, but also 
because correct information helps 
build bridges to better understanding. 
Nazi hatred of Jews was built on the 
foundation of racism played out in the 
German-occupied African colonies, 

Just as blacks and Jews were 
linked in their suffering, they were 
also linked in the liberation of the 
Jews from Nazi Germany. U.S. black 
soldiers were among the first fighting 
units who liberated thousand of ema- 
ciated Jews from the death carlips. 


Dr. Barbara Reynolds is a syndi- 
cated columnist. 


Searching for an African 
American electoral strategy 


By Dr. Conrad W. Worrill 


Thave stated repeatedly in this 
column that politics is “the science 
of who gets what, deb where, and 


dominately Latino A en along 
with tribal colleges, and utilize the 
technology to allow grade schools 
where these groups predominate to 
have access to the top academic 
resources. 

President Clinton and Vice 
President Gore should be called to 
account for their role in catering to 
technology executives. They've 
already decimated minority owner- 
ship in telecommunications with the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996. 
This new Internet is the epitome of 
“White privilege” that the presi- 
dent’s race initiative described. 

Federal resources should be 
banned from creating exclusive net- 
works that create the digital equiva- 
lent of “White” and “Colored” foun- 
tains. 

This is another reason why the 
new lawsuit against the University 
of California on behalf of Black and 
Latino students, who scored 4.0 
averages, but were denied admission 
is so critical. The attack on affirma- 
tive action is now being revealed as 
an effort to carve out an “elite eye of 
the needle” through which all but a 
favored few are kept from the 
tremendous wealth being generated 
through the Internet. 


John William Templeton is exec- 
utive editor of “Griot, “ the African 
American, African and Caribbean 
business daily. Contact him at aski- 
atek@ blackmoney.com. 
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most ” This is an 
important concept foe “African peo- 
ple in America to remember. It is 
important because the black politi- 
cal empowerment movement in this 
country should be based on the 
acquisition of political power that 
will provide what Dr. Anderson 
Thompson describes as the African 
principle — “the greatest good for 
the greatest number of African peo- 
ple throughout the world.” 

With the host of political issues 
facing the African American com- 
munity, the African American com- 
munity needs political unity. 

The only way that we can gain 
Black political power in America is 
to achieve the highest level of black 
unity. In other words, in order for 
the African principle to become a 
reality for us in this country we 
must strive for a level of Black 
al unity. It is evident the 
African American masses under- 
stand that when our elected repre- 
sentatives do not represent their 
interests they do not and will not 
support them, as evidenced by 
recent elections across the country. 

Our African American political 
leaders must not forget that without 
the support of the African American 
masses, their ability to represent us 
in the attainment of black political 
power will be limited. 

Group interests in American 
politics is as old as “baseball, hot 
dogs, and apple pie.” All ethnic 
groups in this society who have 
acquired some measure of political 
power have done so by sticking 
together when one of their own eth- 
nic group runs for a political office 
The Irish, Polish, Italians, and 
Jewish groups, etc., are all out- 
standing examples of this fact in 
American politics and American 
political life. 

Until recently, this has not been 
the case in the African American 
community. In American politics in 
this century, African Americans 
elected to public office have tended 
to represent the interest of outside- 
white-power-groups. This trend 
needs to change. We should not 
support those African Americans 
seeking political office who exem- 
plify this kind of behavior. We 
should send them a warning shot by 
voting them out of office. 

It must be repeated over and 
over again that the great political 


movements and battles that African 
American people have taken on 
since the 1960's have been historic 
and important to the development 
of our struggles in America. The 
major outcome of this movement is 
now slated for a total wipe out by 
the white political power structure 
of America. If we are going to seri- 
ously struggle for the continuation 
of the fight for black political 
empowerment, we will need a new 
kind of black political unity move- 
ment throughout the United States. 

All African American people 
need to take an inventory of the cur- 
rent political scene in terms of how 
the white ethnic groups are fighting 
vigorously to push forward their 
political agendas. It should be clear 
that as black people we need our 
‘own black political agenda that 
speaks to the collective needs of the 
black community. 

The challenge of developing a 
Black Political Agenda requires 
that we take up the position of the 
National Black United Front / 
NBUF Constitution that states we 
must “delicately formulate the con- 
Servative, moderate, reform, radical 
nationalist, and revolutionary con- 
cerns into a dynamic agenda that 
speaks to our collective interest as a 
people.” 

this regard, the NBUF 
Constitution elaborates further on 
this issue by suggesting, “it is vital- 
ly important that our respective 
organizations, clubs, al fac- 
tions, and individual leaders recog- 
nize that none of us 


Africa really 
matters...doesn’t it? 


By Askia Muhammad 


THE WHITE HOUSE-drum salute 
welcoming Ghana’s President Jerry John 
Rawlings as he arrived at Blair House 
for his State Visit with President Bill 
Clinton Feb. 24, seems more like 
Malcolm X Park than Lafayette Park. 

That same day on Capitol Hill, Rep. 
Jesse Jackson Jr. tells reporters about an 
African trade bill. Former UN. 
Ambassador Andrew Young convenes 
his own press conference and tells a 
group of print (no broadcast) reporters 
that “Africa Matters. 

A continent away just days before, 
Vice President AI Gore and his South 
African counterpart Thabo Mbeki 
exchange toasts and look to the future. 

It’s like the old days, when Africa 
really mattered in the lives of Blacks in 
America, or is it? Is anyone listening? Or 
is everyone talking? Does Africa really 
matter today? 

Africa and African Americans may 
be on the way to becoming victims of 
our own success. 

There was a time when Black folks 
in America really “lived” Africa. In the 
1970s, Kwanzaa was new and had real 
meaning in the lives of its adherents, 
who were young parents with children 
with African names. 

connection was cultural, e1 
tional & Nigeria hosted “FESTAC,” 
and a piece of Kente cloth in this coun- 
try was really a treasure. 

Today, like Kwanzaa, Africa is high 
on the official agenda. At the same time 
Africa is fast on its way to being wrest- 
ed from the consciousness and control of 
Africans in America. 

The generation of children with 
African names are now themselves par- 
ents, and just like the fast-food company 
which years ago featured “faux-Kente” 
or “naugha-Kente” uniforms for its 
inner-city stores, the African names we 
once recognized in the 1970s-Shaka, 
Kwame, Nkechi-have mutated right 
before our eyes into Shaquille and 

Shaquita. 


More and more Black Americans 
seem to be involved in aspects of public 
policy toward Africa-the Rev. Leon 
Sullivan will once again lead thousands 
to Shana in May of this year for the fifth 
biannual African-African American 
Summit, President Bill Clinton traveled 
to the Continent last spring with nearly 
1,000 government officials, corporate 
types, and reporters in tow, the National 
‘Summit on Africa has held a dozen town 
meetings all over the country-but oddly, 


in my gut, Africa seems to matter less to 
us than it did 25 years ago. 

Like our own domestic problems 
with fratricidal violence and our inabili- 
ty to find a villain when all the perpetra- 
tors look like us, we seem most impotent 
in the face of rampant war and killing in 
Africa. 

With the exception of the Sudan 
where the Islamic government (read 
Arab, or White), is in a confrontation 
with rebelling animist and Christian eth- 
nic groups, we have been unable to assign 
any guilt for the bloody Black-on-Black 
camage that leaves the entire continent 
and most of its people poor, disorganized 
and in fear. 

In the North Ethiopia and Eritrea, 
once brothers in opposition to Italian 
occupation, are how fighting like cats and 
dogs. In the South, Angola continues to 
suffer the ravages of a two-decades-old 
rebellion, with no end in sight 

Even highly developed South Africa 
is on the verge of haos and collapse as 
the rich have taken their money else- 
where, just when thé Black majority has 
come to power. At the same tune 
Southem neighbor Zimbabwe appears on 
the brink of intemal collapse and crisis. 

In the East of Africa, more than half 
a million Hutus and Tutsis have lost their 
lives in genocidal wars) in Rwanda and 
Burundi which has now $pread to Congo 
and Uganda. 

In the West, more than 100,000 died 
and a half-million were displaced i in the 


tion of peace and security, 
American exports. 

With Nelson Mandela 
Jast months of his final 
where or who is Africa’: 
giant? Or is the dream pf a united 
Continent, from Capetown tà Cairo, just a 
myth? Or it Africa’s gold, al! that really 
matters to anyone on the Coatinent or in 
the Diaspora? 


Why many whites. 
are still mad at O.J. 


By Earl Ofari Hutchinson 


The spectacle on the steps at the 
downtown Los Angeles criminal courts 
building looked like a scene at a World 
Wrestling Federation match. Watchers 
and passersby shrieked, yelped, and 
gave the thumbs down sign as several 
frenzied members of a Christian funda- 
mentalist group pounded to smithereens 
OJ. Simpson’s Professional Football 
Hall of Fame plaque and burned two of 
his football jerseys. They coughed up 
$16,000 for the items at a court-ordered 
auction of Simpson items solely to stage 
a public spectacle to tell everyone they 
still believed he got away with murder. 

Judging from the cheers they got 
from many white passerbys many of 
them still think the same thing. Finding 
him liable for murder in a civil trial and 
slapping him with a mountainous judg- 

‘nt was no consolation to them. They 
still watch in dismay as a cheerful, and 
relaxed-looking Simpson golfs, vaca- 
tions, and makes public appearances 
They are still anguished that Simpson is 
living comfortably on his pension fund. 
They still fume at the decision to grant 
him custody of his children, and they 
feverishly pray that a judge in his 
upcoming ‘custody hearing will snatch 
them away from him. 

But, mostly they are mad at him for 
the same reasons they were after he was 
acquitted. 

Media sensationalism. From the 
moment Nicole Simpson’s bloody and 
mangled body was found much of the 
media subtly, and sometimes openly, 
conveyed the message that Simpson was 
guilty. Also many media commentators 
and legal analysts planted the idea that a 
predominantly white jury in a civil trial 
would not let him get away this time. 


Eyen though they didn’t, it was still a 
pyrthic victory. No matter how harsh the 
civil judgment against Simpson, he is 
still not behind bars. 

Crime and race. The public is justi- 
fiably scared stiff of crime. Yet, far too 
many whites stereotypically translate 
their fear of violent crime into fear of 
black men. The public is constantly 
reminded at every tum by media reports 
that one out of three young black males 
is in prison, on parole or on probation. 
‘The fear of crime by black males no 
longer seems racist to many whites, but 
a realistic reaction to a perceived threat 
to their personal safety and property. 

This wrongly reinforces the suspi- 
cion of many whites that black criminals 
are not fully punished for serious ¢rimes. 

‘The justice system. His acquittal 
fueled the same suspicions that attorneys 
mangle the system to have their guilty 
clients skip away scot 

Money and power. Simpson s. al 


expert witnesses and investigators. 
Simpson confirmed the belief that jus- 
tice is for sale and that the rich, famous 
and powerful will always weasel out of 
punishment. 

Simpson’s reaction, He has pretty 
much washed his hands of the whole 
business. This makes it appear that he is 
indifferent, even insensitive, to the plight 
of the victims. 

Simpson loudly complains that 
many still feast off of his case. This isn't 
likely to change. He’s a Black man that 
punches many emotional hot buttons, 
pricks many social sores, and taps at the 
deep well of White bigotry. 

Earl Ofari Hutchinson is the author 
of “The Crisis in Black and Black.” 
email:ehutchi344 @aol,com., 


represents the black community. 
Collectively considered, however, 
the various groups and individuals 
can begin to approximate the gener- 
al will of the black community, and 
more reasonably hope to represent 
the total black community.” If we 
follow the ideas presented in the 
NBUF Constitution on the question 
of building unity, our chances for 
this occurring will be much greater. 
All other ethnic groups, especially 
white ethnic groups, understand this 
and practice it everyday in their 
fight to maintain power, we must 
also! 

Finally, in the words of 
Frederick Douglass, who reminded 
us that “Power concedes nothing 
without a demand, it never did and 
it never will.” Thus, “Without 
Struggle there is no progress. “ 


Dr. Conrad W. Worrill is the 
National Chairman of the National 
Black United Fund (NBUF). E- 
mail: nbufchi@allways.net 
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Ciry News 5 


THURSDAY, MARCH 11 


LINCROFT —The Monmouth Coun- 
ty Park System will sponsor a job 
search workshop at Thompson Park 
Visitors Center beginning at 7:30 
p.m. (732) 842-4000, 


SATURDAY, MARCH 13 


NEWARK — Kingdom's Light will 
hold a free seminar on distribution 
and marketing services available to 
Christian business at St. Joseph's 
Plaza. 5:30 p.m. 1-888-477-KING 
(5464) 


TUESDAY, MARCH 16 


CRANFORD — Union County Col- 
lege will offer courses in real estate 
and real estate licensing beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. (908) 709-7503. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 18 


JERSEY CITY — New Jersey City 
University (NJCU) will hold a free 
lecture’ on financing for college at 
NJCU’s Women’s Center beginning 
at 1 p.m. (201) 200-3426. 


BRIDGEWATER — The Somerset 
County Chamber of Commerce will 
hold a seminar on job hiring at the 
Arbor Glen Conference Center 
beginning at 8 a.m. (908) 725-1552. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24 


ISELIN — The New Jersey Energy 
Expo presents a seminar on strate- 
gies for the deregulation of the 
power companies in New Jersey for 
the 21st Century at the Sheraton 
Woodbridge Hotel beginning at 7:30 
p.m. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 25 


ELIZABETH — Continental Airlines 
Inc. presents a business opportuni- 
ties open house at the Wyndham 
Garden Hotel beginning at 8 a.m. 
(973) 273-1074. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 27 


MORRISTOWN — The Refrigera- 
tion Service Engineers Society pre- 
sents a seminar on the service 
industry in New Jersey at AlliedSig- 
nal C ti 


Cut your taxes by hundreds of dollars per child 


WASHINGTON—The news for 
1998 tax retums is something every 
arent will be glad to hear. Now, for 
h qualifying child under 17, you 
may be able to subtract up to $400 from 
your 1998 federal income tax, unless 
your income exceeds specified levels. 

For your 1999 federal tax return, 
the Child Tax Credit will go up to $500 
per qualifying child. 

The Child Tax Credit is an impor- 
tant benefit of the Taxpayer Relief Act 
of 1997, passed by Congress and signed 
into law by the President. 

You’ ve had exemptions and deduc- 
tions before, but this is different - a full 
credit that cuts your tax by up to $400 
per child. This is a credit that puts the 
extra money right in your hands. 

Who qualifies for the $400 credit? 


Your dependent child or descendant, 
stepchild or foster child for whom’you 
can claim a dependency exemption. 
The child must be under 17 ag of 
12/31/98, must be a U.S. citizen or fes- 
ident, and must have a Social Secutity 
or other LD. number, entered on your 
retum. 

Do you have three or more chil- 
dren? If so, you may be allowed a total 
Child Tax Credit that, in some cireum- 
stances, can exceed your regular tax lia- 
bility-which is not ordinarily the ease. 
You may even get a refund of this addi- 
tional credit, depending on the Sogial 
Security and self-employment taxes 
you pay and any eamed income erédit 
you receive. 

Note: For one or two children, your 
total tax credit cannot exceed your reg- 


How to repair your credit: 


Don’t believe the hype — Do it 


If you've got bad credit, society 
makes you feel like you should find a 
rock to crawl under. 

But, you are not alone. You don’t 
have to look far — usually no farther than 
inside your family group — to find some- 
one who suffers from the “bad credit 
blues.” 

It’s frustrating to be denied loans, 
credit, or employment based on inaccu- 
rate information in credit records. But, 
no matter how hopeless you're made to 
feel because you can’t get a Visa, Dis- 
covery or MasterCard, you don't have 


to desperation to become “credit wor- 
thy.” 


Some credit repair firms charge as 
much as $1,200 and promise to “fix” a 
negative credit history. There are a num- 
ber of things wrong with such a deal. 
Fraudulent credit, repair agencies are 
illegal in many states, and the services 
that they provide are no more valuable 
than work that you can do yourself. In 
the short term, their efforts may prove 
more effective than yours may, but that 
is probably due to their abuse and 
manipulation of the Fair Credit Report- 
ing Act. 

In an effort to put the brakes on an 


industry where these abuses are grow- 
ing out of control, a new federal law, the 
Credit Repair Organization Act, was 
passed. This law prevents payment 
without a written contract or cancella- 
tion agreement. It displaces most fraud- 
ulent firms; however, remember the cor- 
rupt will always seek out the naive. The 
challenge is to not be naive. 

There is wealth of information 
available to you about credit repair, if 
you just seek it out One can have a dif- 
ficult time fixing, errors found in credit 
reports, but new consumer-oriented 
laws do make it easier to correct these 
mistakes. The Fair Credit Reporting Act 
requires credit bureaus to furnish correct 
and complete information for business- 
es to use in evaluating applications for 
Credit, insurance, or a job. And, you 
have a right to know what your réport 
says and who may have requested a 
copy of it during the last six months 

Here is are some valuable tips to 
help you solve your own credit prob- 
lems: 


sIf information on your report is 
inaccurate or incomplete, notify the 
reporting agency. The agency is 
required to investigate disputed items 
and correct any errors discovered. 


beginning at 9 a.m. (973) 376-2255. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The New Jer- 
sey Théater Group presents the 
13th Annual Job Fair at the State 
Theater beginning at 10 a.m. (973) 
593-0189. 
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GET ON THE 
ROAD AGAIN 


TRUCKS + 


+ DISCOUNT RENTAL CARS 


ENGINE PROBLEMS? 
FAST! 


REPAIR OR REPLACE? 
FREE EXPERT ENGINE R VANSA 


RS + 
. FREE TOWING PROGRAM + En BNSi 


Installation Program" 


tian 
THE ENGINE REPLACEMENT 
‘PROFESSIONAL: 


* cleaning 

* exam 

* complete x-rays 

* one surface filling 

* root canal (anterior) 

* crown 

t eimbivectomy (per (oth) 
+ complete deni 

Son aliia 


Ger 
1187 Clinton Ave., Irvington 


rard Eana k we Ps AM Associates 


— 


Jan 
Services 
Ck 
ror ir Commercial € Residential 
FREE carer & x OFF 
with Combined Cleaning 
“Powerwash-lnterjorfExterior 
“General Clean-Strip & Wax 
‘Window & Carpet Cleaning 
Hanley Cleaning Service 
(609) 3 4925500 
(609) 835-0171 


FREE TRAINING 
IF YOU QUALIFY 


Gain required skills 
for these position: 


+ Administrative Assistant 
+ Customer Representative 
* PC Technician 
+ Help Desk Analyst 
Call Today: 908-322-3020 


WORKLIFE TRAINING 
141 South Ave., Fanwood 


Bes airal Ade, Suie 
East Orange, N.J. 

(973) 676-1375 

Fax (973) 673-2326 


$20.00 
25.00 12.50 
45.00 22.50 
35.00 17.50 
250,00 125.00 
600.00 1.00 
30.00 25.00 
725.00 362.50 
50. 25.00 
{[Mon.-Sat] | 
* Records 
+ Cassettes 


+ Compact Disc 
+ Accessories 


Eric R. McPherson 
Latest Hits 
Vintage Oldies 


WWW.EMCRHYTHM.COM 
EMAIL: EMCRHYTHM@ AOI.COM 


tive of Investors Mutual, shows 
how to avoid “little known” mis- 
takes home buyers make costing 
them thousands! 
Report, “How To Avoid The 
Biggest Mistakes Most Home 


The Free 


Send your 
Business NEWS to 


P.O. Box 191 
Plainfield, NJ 0706 
or 


fax to 908-753-1036 
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ular tax liability. 

Income restrictions apply. 

Your total Child Tax Credit is 
reduced by $50 for each $1,000 that 
your Modified Adjusted gross Income 
exceeds $110,000 for joint filers, 
$75,000 if unmarried, or $55,000 if 
married filing separately. 

For your 1999 tax return, the Child 
Tax Credit will go up to $500 per qual- 
ifying child. 

How do you claim this credit? 

Figure your credit using the work- 
sheet in Form 1040 or 1040A instruc- 
tions. 

Then, enter it on Line 43 of your 
Form 1040, or Line 28 on Form 1040A. 
For three or more children, attach Form 
8812, Taxpayers are allowed to claim 
both the dependency exemption and the 


*To contest a credit report contact 
the appropriate company in writing and 
send your correspondence with a 
“return receipt requested” notice 
obtained from the post office. 

‘In contesting a billing error, 
include your name, the account and 
your social security number, the dollar 
amount in question, and the reason you 
believe the bill is wrong. 

elf in doubt, request written verifi- 
cation of a debt. 

*Be persistent, peng credit 
problems will take time and et 

elf you're denied credit, fee Gane 
ny you applied to must advise you of a 


Child Tax Credit. 

Start enjoying Taxpayer 
Relief right away. 

Do you expect a bigger refund on 
your taxes as a result of this new Child 
Tax Credit? If so, you can take home 
more money each payday-starting 
now-by asking your employer to lower 
the amount withheld from your pay. 
Use Form W-4, available from your 
employer or the IRS. 

However, to avoid a penalty for 
underpayment, your withholding and 
estimated tax payments for the 1998 
return must total either 100 percent of 
your ‘97 tax liability—or at least 90 per- 
cent of the ‘98 liability. But if the 
amount e is no penalty. Getting a refund 
from the IRS? The Child Tax Credit can 
increase it by $400 per child. 


yourself ! 


credit denial and the credit reporting 
agency that supplied their information. 
You're entitled to receive a free copy of 
your credit report. 

+ Distrust those who offer instant 
solutions to your credit problems. 


There's nothing a credit repair com- 
pany can do for you that you can’t do for 
yourself. If you believe a reporting 
agency has violated your rights report 
your concems in writing to the Federal 
Trade Commission, Washington, D.C. 
20580. Your concems can be also. be 
taken up by your state’s consumer pro- 
tection division. 


Newark’s urban renaissance gets a 
boost from Urban Enterprise Zone 


Since 1994, Newark has been in the 
midst of an economic renaissance that is 
transforming it into a magnet for busi- 


In its downtown shopping district, 
Newark has been able to pump over $18 
million in capital to fund an array of 
urban renewal projects that have suc- 
cessfully rebooted the district’s econo- 
my while creating new jobs. Equally 
remarkable is how New Jersey's largest 
city pays for these projects without bur- 
dening its taxpayers. 

How is Newark doing it? 

By making use of a state urban eco- 
nomic development initiative called the 
Urban Enterprise Zone (UEZ) program, 
Newark has breathed new life into its 
Gitigu sho“ping districts. The program 
isadmiis sd by the UEZ Authority 
under the New Jersey Commerce & 
Economic Growth Commission, the 
stat@’s lead economic development 
agenty. 
According to NJ Commerce’s CEO 
Secretary, Gualberto “Gil” Medina, 
today the UEZ Authority approved 
more UEZ funds-about $2.5 million-for 
Newark and other municipalities to use 
for new or existing urban renewal pro- 
jects. 

“Newark is proof of the effective- 
ness of this innovative program,” said 
Secretary Medina. 

Bilir not ti only ety expltienc- 
ing good results. Jersey City is reviving 
Journal Square; Elizabeth has undertak- 
en successful projects too; and other 
cities are expanding their es 
through the program there! 
jobs and enhancing quality-of-life ‘tor 
residents.” 

John T. Hanson, Executive Director 


TO 
Zone Authority s 
oe of e a e, 
urban areas is the catalyst for their trans- 
formation into vibrant neighborhoods 


where businesses and residents thrive.” 

In 1997, the National Association of 
State Treben Agencies (NASDA) 
called the program the “best 
in the nation, i out its success in 
producing approximately $6 billion in 
private investment and more than 
38,000 full-time jobs. 

Although Newark will receive a 
major disbursement of UEZ dollars, 
about $1,675,000, to fund its “Municipal 
Initi oe Neighborhood Transforma- 
tion” and to purchase motorized clean- 
ing equipment, the following cities will 
also receive UEZ money: 

* Millville will utilize a part of its 
$300,000 in UEZ funds to help Body 
Bio Corporation, a fast-growing medical 
services company, secure the purchase 
of a 15,000 square foot building in Mil- 
Iville Industrial Park. The cc y's 
expansion is expected to create 17 full- 
time jobs paying up to $16.00 per hour. 
Millville will also assist Tawas Ventures, 
‘owner/operator of Country Inn hotel 
located adjacent to Wheaton Village, 
Millville’s main tourist destination, pay 
for a 3,200 square foot addition to the 
hotel for an enclosed swimming pool 
and other recreation facilities to ensure 
the hotel’s competitiveness, 

* Camden will pre-develop a piece 
of land, once used by a major bus oper- 
ator, with its $100,000 award. The city 
envisions a developer building a multi- 
purpose recreation center on the site. 

NJ Commerce's Urban Enterprise 
Zone Program was enacted by the State 
Legislature in 1983 to revitalize the 
state’s most distressed urban areas by 
creating private-sector jobs and public 
and private investment in targeted areas 
of these communities. New Jersey 
presently has 27 Urban Enterprise Zones 
in 29 municipalities around the state that 
have since produced 49,285 full-time 
jobs with $8 billion invested by UEZ 
businesses. 


How to increase 
your net worth- 
through savings 


Everyone knows that saving money 
is the best way to increase your net 
worth. However, knowing this fact and 
acting on it are two different things. Itis 


term problem, 

1 agree that it Dale G. Caldwell 
is difficult to save money. It is even 
more difficult to save all of the money 
that you will need to achieve a financial 
goal. However, there are three basic 
tricks to saving money that you should 
know. The first trick in saving money is 
to minimize the amount of eo, that 
you spend know on unnecessary things. 
Determine how much money you spend 
each month on bills, snacks, going out, 
drinks, lunch, etc. The best way to do 
this is to keep a record of what you buy 
and spend for three months. On.a piece 
of paper list the date of the purchase (or 
payment), the name of the item pur- 
chased (or paid) and the amount spent. 
You must make every effort to make this 
list as complete as possible. You will be 
amazed how much money you spend 
each month on things that you really 
don’t need. You will find that much of 
the money that yon spend on snacks, 
beer, going out to eat, etc. can be saved 
without a significant impact on your 
lifestyle. It is not unusual to find that 
you can save an extra $300 a month by 
cutting down all unnecessary expenses. 

‘The second hick that you should 
know is that the earlier that you start 
saving the less painfial saving will be. If 
you are able to save $300 a month at age 
35 and you get a 9% after-tax rehire on 

our money you will have approximate- 
ly $336,337 at age 60. However, if you 
save $300 a month at age 50 and you get 
a 9% after-tax retum you will have 
approximately $58,054. This example 
clearly demonstrates the value of com- 
pound interest. By waiting 15 years to 
start saving you lose $278,283. So start 
saving today. 

‘The third trick to saving money is 
taking advantage of your 401-k or other 
retirement savings accounts. 

You should save at least 10 percent 
of your income each year for retirement 
(don’t rely on Social Security as your 
sole means of retirement income). 401- 
k plans make saving for retirement very 
easy. Most companies have a 401-k plan 
that enables you to have up to 15 percent 
of your pre-tax incomé (within federal 
maximums) taken out of your paycheck. 
In addition, many companies will con- 
tribute 25 cents for every dollar that, you 
contributé up to six percent of your 
salary. This money is yours if you stay 
with the company for a specified period 
of time (frequently five years). If you 
leave sooner, only the money you con- 
tributed and the interest on this money 
are yours. The money taken out of your 
paycheck is often less than the amount 
you contribute because this amount may 
lower your tax bracket and reduce tax 
deductions from your paycheck. For 
example, if you contribute $10,000 a 
year to your 401-k plan, your paycheck 
may be reduced by only $9,000. Best of 
all, this money can be used before you 
retire. You can borrow 50 percent of the 
money saved in your 401-k to buy a 
house or pay emergency bills. However, 
there are financial penalties if you do not 
pay this money back. 

I hope you will take advantage of 
these tricks. By limiting unnecessary 
spending, saving early and taking 
advantage of a retirement account, you 
can greatly increase your net worth. 


City of Elizabeth 
water customers only. 


that mean? 


My bill was prorated. What does 


Your normal quarterly billing period is 
three months. From time to time, we 
change our meter reading routes. As a 
result you may receive a bill for a period of 
time longer or shorter than three months — 
a prorated bill. Consequently, a bill for a 
longer period of time will be higher than a 
bill for a shorter period. 


Why did I get an estimated bill? 
Our meter readers often find there's 

no one home when it’s time to read your 
water meter. You can ayoid an estimated 
bill by calling in your reading within 

48 hours at 1-800-315-2054. 

If our meter reader cannot get an actual 
meter reading, or you do not c: 
reading within 48 hours, we wi 
estimated bill based on your us 


ina 
prepare an 
ge during 


Buyers Make When Purchas-| |Piace your the same months of the previous two years. 
i i AE aver J These estimates are sometimes a bit low or 
5 — ming Their Home” is available Small It may seem like your water high, and will lead to an adjustment later 
without obligation. This report shares market information Biik bill is fluctuating without based on an actual meter reading- 


explanation, You may have had 
some higher-than-usual bills and 
some lower-than-usual bills. 


and ‘financial tips that most home buyers are unaware of. 
If you’re buying, selling, or refinancing a home, get and 
read a copy of this report first. You’ll be glad you did. 


Call 1-800-297-0149 ext. 3003, 24 hours 


Liberty Water Company is committed 
to providing you the highest quality 
service possible. 


Advantage ad 

Call Kai today at 
(908) 754-3400 
Give your business the y 
advantage of being visible at A 
this low economical cost 


There are several reasons for 


such changes. 
8 Liberty Water Company 
Service provided by Elizabethtown Water Company 
1-800-272-1325 


For A FREE Recorded Message & Report! 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 14 


NEWARK — Beulah Baptist Church 
will hold an Annual Day celebration 
featuring Voices of Deliverance 
beginning at 3:30 p.m. (973) 642- 
4817. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 20 


DUNELLEN — Dunellen United 
Methodist Church will host its 16th 
Annual Spring Fling Craft Show 
beginning at 9 a.m. (908) 769-9294. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 26 


PLAINFIELD — The Church of Living 
God and The Rose of Sharon Com- 
munity Church presents the gospel 
musical drama The Promise at the 
Plainfield High School Auditorium 
beginning at 7 p.m. (908) 226-1449. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 27 


NEWARK — New Hope Baptist 
Church presents An Evening of 
Inspiration with Susan L Taylor to 
benefit New Hope Academy at 
Hopewell Baptist Church beginning 


at 6 p.m. (973) 242-3305. 


Ordination service 
at Rose of Sharon 


PLAINFIELD — The Rose of 
Sharon Community Church was proud 
to have a unique ordination service 
held on Sunday February 21st for two 
of their finest ministers Minister Doris 
J. Gray and Minister James H. 
Hutchins, Sr. The pastor, clergy and 
board of presbytery will be consecrat- 


= aes 
Minister James Hutchins 


ing these ministers for Christian min- 
istry. Minister Gray joined Rose of 
Sharon in 1994 and has worked dili- 
gently as the initiator for the women’s 
outreach ministry called “Sister to Sis- 
er”. She teaches in the Witness Protec- 
tion Program and the new members 
class. She is also a professor of the 
Metropolitan Theological Seminary. 
She is also the Vice President of the 
Women’s Ministers Alliance. She hi 
Bachelor and Masters Degree in Theol- 
ogy. Minister “Jim”, called by every- 
one at Rose of Sharon is a hard work- 
ing man of God who has taken on a full 


A woman’s Bible looks at the virtuous 
woman T. D. Jakes looks at Proverbs 31 


“Perhaps you are feeling left 
out just now. Maybe you do not feel 
like a lady of excellence. You may 
feel like a victim instead of a victor. 
You may feel like a woman of failure 
instead of a woman of faith.... To 
those of you who are simply surviv- 
ing, flipping the pages of your cal- 
endar without living your life, I say 
there is more.... To those of you who 
are coasting comfortably through 
this present season, there is always 
room for improvement... “ T.D. 
Jakes 


The Virtuous Woman 
Priceless, more precious than 
any 


jewel 

“As a jeweler admires, exam- 
ines, and appreciates every facet of 
a diamond or a ruby, so the Lord 
looks at his daughters with the same 
sense of awe and wonder... When a 
son of God takes a virtuous woman 
as a wife, she is worth more to him 
than any treasure. The wealth of her 
spirit cannot be calculated and the 
riches within her cannot be count- 
oda. 


Trustworthy, safe 

“A man wants a resting place - 
a place where he can drop his guard 
and share his deepest hopes, fears, 
and dreams. You can be that place 
for him.. 

Doing men good and not evil 

“Evil often results from unre- 
solved hurt and bitterness... Jesus 
is the Healer of hurts and He is able 
to turn even the hardest, most evil 
heart into a garden of love and 
grace.” (Look for ways to do good 
and to encourage.) 

Vigilant and active 

“She accepts the realities of life 
and works hard. She is a cook, a 
home manager, a real estate buyer, 
an investor, a seamstress, a fitness 
buff! She is a fashion piale makes 
sure her family looks sharp...never 
lazy...active in spirit, soul, and 
body. “ 
Confident and kind 

“not given to false humility, 
self-abasement, or the ‘you're no 
good’ lie of the Devil. 


Has tremendous impact on her 
man’s success, inspiring "him, 


encouraging and bringing out his 
strengths. “She is created to help 
him and encourage him and call 
forth his gifts. 


Knows exactly who God made 
her to be 

(Not in arrogance) — “arro- 
gance is ugly, but there are few 
things more attractive than a 
woman who knows exactly who God 
has made her to be.... 


Generous/unashamedly a 


“.. can share her gifts 
unashamedly, and who can enjoy 
and celebrate who she is. 
knows that God is a generous God = 
the giver of every good and perfect 
gift. She is eager to bless others as 
He has blessed her...has learned to 


live with an open hand and an open’ 


hear 


Sensitive to others 

“She cares for those around her 
who do not have as much as she 
does. . .is aware of the needs of oth- 
ers and quick to respond.” 


With a quest to mature in 
Christ (Develops strength spiritual- 
ty, physically, mentally, and emo- 
tionally...careful not to leave behind 
femininity, grace, gentleness, and a 
tender heart.) 


Decorated with strength and 


(Strives for honor and integrity, 
remembering that the truth makes 
her free, and that those who hold on 
to honor, even if they lose every- 
thing else, will always be rich.) 


Cheerful and optimistic 

(She places her future in God's 
hands knowing that His plan for her 
life and His timing is perfect. She 
faces uncertainty in celebration of 
what God will do for her.) 


Speaking with 
, and victory. 

(Choosing words carefully, 
speaking of health, victory, love, 
and life.) “Speak with wisdom and 
kindness to everyone you meet, 
understanding that ‘death and life 


isdom of love, 


are in the power of the tongue.” 


A Challenge in Prayer for 


“Women: 


The Holy Bible, Woman Thou 
‘Art Loosed! Edition encourages 
women to seek and find the Virtuous 
Woman within them, and calls 


women to boldly seek life's fullest 
blessings: “I pray that your chil- 
dren will indeed ‘rise up and call 
you blessed’ and that you will gain 
the praise of your husband. Above 
all, 1 pray that you will grow in love 
and in the fear of the Lord. You 
shall be praised: 


Jasper’s sermons begin a healing process 


By Terri Lanford 

JASPER, TX (AP) — Ministers 
across this tiny timber town used a white 
racist’s execution sentence to bring com- 
fort and peace to congregations made 
weary by the nation’s scrutiny, 

“Hate is still living and alive,” the 
Rev. John D. Hardin assured his Mount 
Olive Missionary Baptist Church follow- 
ers Sunday, “But love has already won 
the race. 

Although not always mentioned by 
name, John William King — convicted 
this week for last year’s grisly dragging 
death of a black man — was incorporated 
by many Christian leaders during ser- 
vices throughout the weekend. 

On Thursday, 11 whites and one 
black sentenced King to death for the 
June 7 slaying of James Byrd Jr., a 49- 
year-old black man found apart after he 
dragged behind a pickup truck. 

At St. Michael's Catholic Church, 
the Rev. Ron Foshage spoke of change 
and forgiveness. 

ve're going to have to change,” 
Foshage told his parishioners. “Change 
our hearts and our minds.” 

As Foshage spoke at Saturday 
evening mass, King’s prosecutor, Guy 
James Gray, listened with bowed head, 


his wife, Mary, by his side. 

Not 20 feet away, in another pew, sat 
King’s aili 

“We pray for Bill King, th 
helps him seek forgiveness,” Foshage 
said. “We pray for Ronald King, who was 
so deeply humiliated and grieved, We 
pray for the Byrd family.” 

For Foshage, these past eight months 
have tested many people's faith and 


|” Foshage said of King 
deserving of hell.” 
But Foshage said the church has an 
ion to both the vietim’s family and 
clatives of the perpetrator. 

st don’t believe in the death 
penalty,” Foshage said. “But they (the 
Byrd family) have the right to demand 
the death penalty.” 

At Byrd's parents’ church, Greater 
New Bethel Baptist Church, the Rev 
Kenneth Lyons also used this week's 
events as a sermon. 

“We must agree this morning that a 
few months ago we had a very horrible 
tragedy occur in our town. It was an 
event that shocked Jasper, the country 
and the world,” Lyons said. 

The Rev. Richard Bishop, pastor of 
the nondenominational Church on the 


work load the ministry and 
He is the director of the Rose of Sharon 
Witness Protection Program, a. study 
program to equip Christians for ser- 
vice 

He is also the director of the Rose 
of Sharon Chapel Out Reach Service. 
He is the Chairman of the Men’s Min- 
istry. He is also a member of the Union 
County College Educational Opportu- 
nity Fund Community Advisory Board. 
Rose of Sharon counts it a great bless- 
ing to have such wonderful laborers in 
the vineyard for the Lord. 
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Rock, spoke of racism Sunday in his 
weekly radio show, which airs in Texas 
and six other states. He talked of the 
notoriety Byrd’s dragging death has 
brought to Jasper. 

“There are those outsiders who have 
judged the whole town by the actions of 
Only three suspects,” Bishop said. 

Bishop said that when he moved to 
Jasper in 1985, he was pleased to find the 
town’s residents trying hard to create 
racial harmony. 

“Is the only town we have ever 


lived in where it was not even noticed 
when our children would bring home 
friends of a different race or color to an 
all-white neighborhood,” he said. 

At the Jasper United Pentecostal 
Church, Senior Pastor Malcolm Seal did- 
n't discuss the trial in his sermon. 

“T have to be very careful about what 
I say out of concern for them,” Seal said. 

“They're human beings, and I'm 
concemed for their welfare as well. They 
didn’t commit any crime. They're vic- 
tims.” 
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THIS GIFT 


If you want to see Reverend O'Neil. 


REVEREND O’NEIL 
SPIRITUAL HEALER 
Says... “Don’t Give Up” 


ED MAN HAS HELPED THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE 
AND NOW HE IS HERE TO HELP YOU. 
HAVE YOU HAD PROBLEMS WITH YOUR SPOUSE OR LOVED ONES? 
DO YOU HAVE BAD LUCK? LOSS OF NATURE? 
DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS 
DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS ON YOUR JOB? 


ARE YOU SICK AND TIRED OF SEEING DOCTORS FOR NOTHING? 
Than I urge you to call this gifted man of God... Reverend O'Neil has brought back a 
special ointment to cure the ones that need to be cured ar 
problems. This man is not a Reader. He's a Spiritual Healer. You only need one call to 
je cured... One call can change your life. The Reverend can put you on the right road 
to success & good luck in love and marriage. 


FOR A FREE BLESSING BY PHONE CALL 
(973) 344-7066 [Located in Newark] 


vie 


5 IN YOUR HOME? 


ind the ones with bad luck and 


Don't wait until tomorrow, call today. 


Je K Gui, Commissioner 


1-800-99 ADOPT 


Chie Tota wit, Gnas be 


To change 
the world, 
we must 
first change 
ourselves 


By Junious Ricardo Stanton 


“But the struggle to change sys- 
tems — structures and values — must 
begin with the struggle to change 
ourselves, i.e. our own views and 
values and the negative and non- 
productive ways we've organized 
and live our daily lives. 

Only then can we create the 
social force we need to defy and 
defeat our oppressor. Regardless of 
what the dogmatists of the left and 
right declare, real social change 
will not be a product of new Jise al 
institutions, but new men and 
women to shape those new institu- 
tions in their own interests and 
image.” — Maulana Karenga 

Many people believe the saying 
“you are what you eat.” However, if 
the food and drink we take into our 
bodies is important think how 
important, the ideas, values, beliefs, 
priorities and things we hold dear to 
us are in shaping our perspective, 
behavior, lifestyle and world. The 
great secret of being is: life is lived 
from the inside out. Our thoughts 
and feelings create an aura around 
us that people can feel. Our 
thoughts, beliefs and feelings create 
our environment. Most people don’t 
realize this or the few who do tend 
to take the information for granted 
or we are unabic w ink yale this 
information into our daily regimen. 
This ignorance and our inability to 
synthesize the inner dynamic into 
conscious decisions is what keeps 
us impotent, enslaved and impover- 
ished. Too many of us have given 
up hope. We no longer see the need 
to struggle to free ourselves from 
psycho-spiritual subordination, 
conformity and Pavlovian manipu- 
lation. 

The key to liberation is 
unleashing our minds, freeing how 
we think and assuming control over 
our cognitive processes. True free- 
dom is being in control of your own 
mind. Freedom requires courage 
and diligence to actualize, maintain 
and preserve it. Courage is having 
the audacity to think and act in your 
best interests despite formidable 
opposition and resistance. 

Thoughts are things. Our think- 
ing generates energy. There is an 
ancient axiom that says energy fol- 
lows thought. This is true. Thinking 
and cognitive activity can be mea- 
sured by machines that record brain 
waves. 

Thoughts have power in and of 
themselves. They have power to 
generate responses that create 
change. If you can control a man or 
woman’s thinking, you can dictate, 
predict, plot and plan the parame- 
ters of his or her ambition, striving 
and existence. So, in the final 
analysis, our struggle is not just 
against White supremacy, capital- 
ism, communism, racism, sexism, 
age, color and class bias, The 
penultimate struggle is with our- 
selves. The struggle is to transform 
ourselves by revising our thinking, 
altering our ideas about ourselves 
and actualizing our potential. 

In order to improve our imme- 
diate environment we must first 
examine what in our core beliefs is 
holding us down, limiting us and 
sabotaging our development. Once 
we identify the negative values and 
beliefs we must begin to uproot 
them by substituting life-affirming 
and empowering ideas, values, 
expectations and actions 

When we redefine ourselves as 
spiritual beings and accept the fact 
that we are endowed with awesome 
potential and an obligation to mani- 
fest that potential for the benefit of 
the human collective, we will 
undergo a metamorphosis. We will 
begin the arduous process of substi- 
tuting positive and productive 
lifestyles for the negative and non- 
productive ways we currently orga- 
nize and live our lives. 

Change is never easy; replacing 
old habits and patterns can be diffi- 
cult. However, if we are to trans- 
form ourselves, heal our environ- 
ment and world, we must muster the 
courage and determination to 
change ourselves. 
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HeartBeat 


City News 7 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 


JERSEY CITY — Jersey City 
Medical Center is pleased to 
announce the beginning of a sup- 
port group for newly diagnosed 
breast cancer patients from 6 p.m. - 
8 p.m, (201)915-2273. 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital is 
offering an eight week Bereavement 
Support Group for adults who have 
recently experienced the death of 
someone close to them beginning at 
10 a.m.(201)837-3740, ext. 271 


BELLE MEAD — The Resource 
Center For Women and Their 
Families will offer a 40 hour training 
course in protection against domes- 
tic violence beginning at 9 a.m. 
(908) 359-0003. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 11 


TEANECK — The NJ Chapter of the 
Arthritis Foundation and the Holy 
Name Hospital invite you to attend a 
free lecture on “Advances in Arthritis 
Management” beginning at 7:30 
p.m. in the hospitals’ Marian Hall, 
718 Teaneck Road. 


NEW YORK - Hepatitis C and harm 
reduction seminar featuring Sharon 
Stancliff, MD, and Dan Bigg, dir. of 
Chicago Recovery Alliance will 
begin at 4 p.m. at the Open Society 
Institute.(212)548-0695. 


PLAINFIELD — The American Red 
Cross will hold a blood drive at the 
ARC/EUC Chapter beginning at 1 
p.m. (908) 756-6414. 


MONTCLAIR — Montclair State 
University will offer two allied health 
care programs beginning at 7 p.m. 
(973) 655-4333. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 12 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield 
Senior Citizens Center will hold a 
discussion on senior’ health begin- 
ning at 12 p.m. (908) 753-3506. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 13 


LITTLE FALLS — Open blood drives 
will be sponsored by The Blood 
Center of New Jersey at Masonic 
Little Falls Lodge, 14 Lincoln Ave. 
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.(800-256- 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital 
will hold a two-part seminar on 
anger at the hospitals Marian 
Conference Hall beginning at 1 p.m. 
(201) 833-3186. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 16 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital 
will offer massage therapy sessions 
at the hospital's Health Service 
Building beginning at 5 p.m. (201) 
837-1850 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17 


JERSEY CITY — Jersey City 
Medical Center will offer a support 
group for breast cancer survivors at 
the. hospital's conference room 
beginning at 6 p.m. (201) 915-2273. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 18 


PHILLIPSBURG — Planned 
Parenthood of Greater Northern 
New Jersey Inc. will hold a confer- 
ence on relationships for the new 
century with guest speaker Robert 
Selverstone, PhD at the Holiday Inn 
beginning at 9 a.m. (201) 489-1265. 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital 

will offer a course in T'ai Chi Chih at 

the hospital's Health Service 

Building beginning at 10 a.m. (201) 
-3186. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 19 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield 
Senior Citizens Service Center will 
offer blood pressure screenings for 
Senior citizens beginning at 10 a.m. 
(908) 753-3506. 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital 
will offer free blood pressure screen- 
ings at the hospital's Health Service 
Building beginning at 1 p.m. (201) 
837-1850. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 23 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital 
presents a free lecture on diabetes 
and treatment at the Pathmark 
Supermarket in Bergenfield begin- 
ning at 7 p.m. (201) 833-3186, 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24 


SOUTH PLAINFIELD — The Carrier 
Foundation will offer a free educa- 
tional program on parenting skills at 

je South Plainfield Center begin- 
ning at 5 p.m. (908) 769-7070. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 25 


GREENBROOK — The American 
Red Cross will hold a blood drive at 
the Greenbrook Manor Nursing 
Home beginning at 4 p.m. (908) 756- 
6414 


SATURDAY, MARCH 27 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital 
will offer a CPR training course for 
adults and infants at the hospital's 
Nursing School Center beginning at 
8 a.m. (201) 833-3186. 


HIV hits minorities hard | 


Infected needles is a major cause in the six percent increase in NJ 


PRINCETON — The number of 


as of December 1998. 


drug use. 


I? New Jersey co: ranli percent change 
persons living with HIV in New Jersey i he 
increased by 6 percent in the year ending in number of persons living with HIV 
baa gees © an analy- from 34, 1997 to De 31, 1998 
sis of newly rel lew Jersey Dept. : 
of Health and Senior Services data on Persons with Forcan 
HIV/AIDS. The analysis was carried out HIV as of change from 
by the Dogwood Center of Princeton, an | County of residence 12/31/98 __12/97 to 12/98 
independent research organization. ponen 42 35 
Eighteen of New Jersey's 21 coun- | Morris oo K 
ties showed an increase in HIV cases 
over the previous year, with Sussex/ Bergen 375 12 
Morris, Bergen and Warren showing | Warren 32 40 
increases of 10 percent or more. Over | Ocean 203 9 
half of all persons with HIV live in 
Essex, Hudson and Passaic counties, Ftd Ma kd 
Over half of all HIV cases in New ‘| Mercer 493 7 
Jersey at the end of 1998 were directly | Hudson 1871 6 
related to the use of HIV-infected nee- | Union 854 5 
dles, HIV spread through heterosexual 
ex ebonit al nctiitnal 25 pee ie none S72 5 
cent of HIV cases, in most instances Camden 553 5 
infecting the sexual partners (mainly | Atlantic 655 4 
women) of current or former drug users. | Monmouth 670 4 
The burden of HIV falls especially ~ p 
hard on families of color in New Jersey, | Salem 
Over three quarters of all persons with Burlington 185 3 
HIV in New Jersey as of December | Somerset 129 3 
1998 were African American or Latino. | Passaic 1,041 3 
African Americans alone accounted for 
59 percent of all New Jersey HIV cases pea ihe s 
“New Jersey's drug-related HIV | Gloucester 99 -2 
epidemic is continuing,” said Dr. Dawn | Hunterdon 29 9 
Day, author of the analysis. “The scien- 
tific’ evidence shows clearly that the 
areako Gr eRieM HIV fan be |. Memes ‘hd 4 
slowed through the use of needle | Unknown County 46 24 
exchange programs, without increasing 
Total 12,858 6 
"The failure to prevent new HIV 
cases is costly both in human suffering | Source: Analysis by the Dogwood Center of data published by the New 
and health care dollars. When combina- | Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services. Release date 2/26/99. | 
| 


tion treatment of the new cases 
begins, the total cost of the treatment for 


these newly infected individuals will 


cost over nine n”'lion dollars « 


vear.” 


Study: Doctor prejudice may be a factor in heart care 


By Linda A. Johnson 
Associated Press Writer 


In the unusual study, doctors 
attending medical conferences were 


Unconscious ee among 
doctors may e: 
blacks je AREE of chest pain are 


told they were participating in a study 
of clinical decision making, and 
viewed medical data and a taped inter- 


why women and 
view with one of eight “patients.” The 


less likely than men and whites to 
receive the best cardiac testing, 
researchers suggested in a new study 
recently published. 

Researchers have found such dif- 
ferences in care before, attributing 
them to financial barriers and differ- 
ences in patients’ preferences, medical 
condition and access to care. 

However, the new study of 720 
physicians found that, with all symp- 
toms being equal, doctors were only 60 
percent as likely to order cardiac 
catheterization for women and blacks 
as for men and whites. 

For black women, the doctors 
were only 40 percent as likely to order 
catheterization, considered the “gold 
standard” diagnostic test for heart dis- 
ease. It involves squirting dye into car- 
diac arteries, then X-raying them to 
find blockages and determine the best 
treatment. 

“Most likely this is an underesti- 
mate of what’s occurring,” Dr. Kevin 
Schulman of Georgetown University 
Medical Center said, because the doc- 
tors knew their decisions were being 
recorded, though not why. 


patients were really actors. 

re were two black women, two 
black men, two white women and two 
white men, divided into two identical 
groups. In one group, all the patients 
were said to be 55; in the other group, 
70. 

The actors described identical 
symptoms. Information such as insur- 
ance coverage, profession and results 
of a heart stress test also were the same. 

Still, researchers found disparities 
in treatment recommendations. 

“We still need to understand a lot 
more about why these differences 
occur,” Schulman said. “This may all 
be subconscious.” 

The research was reported in the 
New England Journal of Medicine. 

Another journal report suggests 
that black patients with congestive 
heart failure have a higher risk of death 
or worsening disease than whites get- 
ting similar treatment. 

In congestive heart failure, the 
heart's ability to pump blood gradually 
declines, causing pain, shortness of 
breath and other symptoms. 

Researchers at the National Heart, 
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Lung and Blood Institute, examining 
data from an earlier study, found 42 
percent of blacks treated for such 
symptoms died, compared with 36 per- 
cent of whites. For patients with the 
disease but no symptoms yet, 22 per- 
cent of blacks died vs. 14 percent of 
whites. 

Previous studies found higher 
death rates for blacks, but cited factors 
such as differences in disease severity 
or access to care. 


Black health workers fight 
exploding AIDS racial divide 


By Lauran Neergaard 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Black 
Americans are becoming infected 
with AIDS at record rates, receiving 
poorer care than whites and dying 
faster. 

iow, almost two decades into the 
bout | 


panera on 


framiedhuat i wags ta:fight the 
exploding racial divide. 

AIDS in the United States is 
evolving from a disease that once 
mostly affected white homosexuals 

jo one largely of poor blacks, often 
d from dirty drug needles or 


Reaching. 

Then came the thorny issue of 
preventing and treating HIV in pris- 
ons, “Our men are in the jails. They 
do come home to their wives and girl 
friends,” warmed a California AIDS 
worker, describing one reason HIV 
infection is growing fast among black 
women. 

Nor do many black doctors spe- 
cialize in AIDS, complained a 
Colorado nurse who described her- 
self as the only black AIDS health 
orker in her town. White doctors 
“do care, but they don’t understand 
ve Ge as don’t trust 


Ppresideclt Binion hue declared 
AIDS among minorities a crisis. The 


is spending $156 mil- 


Blacks make up 12 percent of the 
USS. population but a devastating 45 
percent of new AIDS cases. AIDS 
has been the leading killer of blacks 
between 25 to 44 for most of the 
decade. One in 50 black men and one 
in 160 black women are estimated to 
be infected. 

“This is an historic event,” Phill 
Wilson of the National Black Lesbian 
and Gay Leadership Forum told the 
conference Thursday. “What we do .. 
will determine whether or not we 
make a difference. 

“This is no less a daunting chal- 
lenge than we faced in the civil rights 
movement,” added Dr. Stephen 
Thomas of Emory University. 

The doctors, social workers and 
activists sought practical, day-to-day 
advice on fighting HIV, the AIDS 
virus, in communities often wracked 
by poverty and drugs, where a legacy 
of racism has left distrust of the med- 
ical system 

How do you get a drug user or a 
homeless person tested for HIV? 
How do you treat the hotel maid who 
can’t afford the time off to go to a 
clinic only open weekdays? You're 
surprised that the bus driver quit tak- 
ing the AIDS medicine you pre- 
scribed — even though the main side 
effect was diarrhea? 

“We're talking about reaching ... 
people who might not have had a 
meal since noon yesterday, and 
they’re still sitting in the clinic” for 
four hours because the doctor over- 


lion this year and seeking $171 mil- 
lion next year to fight back. 

But Clinton last year refused to 
use federal money to buy clean nee- 
dles for drug addicts, one way to pre- 
vent HIV’s spread. Frustrated at the 
ban, administration doctors urged 
local communities Thursday to raise 
the money themselves for needle 
exchanges. 

And critics questioned if the gov- 
ernment’s work is fair: One new pro- 
gram calls for 35 percent of AIDS 
research sites to be in minority com- 
munities, but two-thirds of new infec- 
tions now occur in those communi- 
tie: 


s. 

The conference’s main goal was 
to empower workers on the front 
lines of AIDS, providing information 
and resources to help their communi- 
ties, said Cornelius Baker of the 
National Association of People With 
AIDS. 
He said, “We need to make care 
more culturally appropriate. Maybe 
clinics need Sunday hours, or you 
could give health care at church after 
Sunday services.” 

And grass-roots doctors who 
don’t often get to the fancy interna- 
tional AIDS meetings hungered for 
the latest data, questioning experts on 
which drugs to use. 

Newly infected patients with low 
HIV levels might be all right not 
starting drugs for a while. Got a 
patient who won’t swallow 15 pills a 
day? Some new drugs require far 


booked, complained Debra Hickman 
of Baltimore's Sisters Together and 


fewer. 
But there were no easy solutions. 


Ms 


African American 
Breast Cancer Survivors 


The Cancer Institute of New Jersey sponsors free 
monthly breast cancer screening. We are seeking | 
African American breast cancer survivors to teach 
other African American women ways to detect 
breast cancer at early stages. 
The program is offered on the second Tuesday of 
each month at Robert Wood Johnson University 
Hospital and Medical School in New Brunswick. 
Volunteers receive free training and $15 per 
session. Please call Tiffany Kunz at (732) 235- 
6048 for more information. 


Institute of 
New J sni 


195 Little Albany Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
General Information (732) 235-CINJ 


The Cancer 


that works 
as hard 
as you. 


of Mind. That's what hardworking families like 

these get with NJ KidCare. NJ KidCare is quality health 

coverage for New Jersey's uninsured children. Based on 

your income, you may have to pay no monthly premium, 

Apkepai te ida (plus a small copay for some 

services), regardless of how many children you have in 
a pot of the 


your household. Best 
NJ KidCare network. 


of al, you get to 
Affordable health coverage. Quality care. 


choose from among 
the top eel a 
If you or anyone you know has uninsured children ages 
18 or younger who could benefit om this program, please cal: 


1-800-701-0710 


E E o 
be f 
‘Multilingual operators avoilable * TTY 1-800-701-0720 


Check-ups / Well visits / Emergencies / Surgery / X-rays 
Prescriptions / Vision / Dental services and so much more. 


NI KidCare isa rg te Nev ee Deparment of Human Servi 
‘Christine Todd Whitman, 


Billboard 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Perform- 
ing Arts Center (NJAC) presents the 
Play Two Sisters and a Piano beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. 1-888-GO-NJPAC, 


NEW YORK — Women of Color Pro- 
ductions presents their First Annual 
Women in the Arts Festival at The 
Abrons Arts Center. Call (212) 501 
3842 for time. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 12 


NEWARK — The New JErsey Perform- 
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) presents the 
legendary Cheiftians beginning at 8 
p.m. 1-888-GO-NJPAC, 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The Crossroads 
‘Theater presents the 10th Annual Gen- 
esis Festival, focusing on the new 
works by African American writers. Call 
(732) 249-5560 for time. 


RAHWAY — Union County Division of 
Cultural and Heritage Affairs presents 
jazz artist Walt Bibinger at the Arts Guild 
Center beginning at 7:30 p.m. (732) 
499-8226. 


POMONA — The Stockton Performing 
Arts Center presents an all-star tribute 
concert for bluesman Muddy Waters. 
Call (609) 652-9000 for time. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 13 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Perform- 
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) presents The 
Los Angeles Philharmonic beginning at 
8 p.m. 1-888-GO-NJPAC, 


MURRARY HILL — The Union County 
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs 
presents pianist Christopher Giles at 
Burgdorff Hall beginning at 3 p.m. (908) 
709-0700. 


‘SUNDAY, MARCH 14 


RAHWAY — The Union County Divi- 
sion of Heritage and Cultural Affairs pre- 
sents the award-winning musical The 
Wizard of Oz at the UC Arts Center 
beginning at 3 p.m. (732) 499-8226. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 21 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Makeda 
Ethiopian Restaurant presents a fash- 
jon show featuring the works of fashion 
designer Missouri beginning at 5:30 
p.m. (732) 748-1914, 


NEW YORK—South Africans 
are on a truth-telling mission. As 
part of the negotiated settlement 
that led to the end of apartheid 
and the election of Nelson Man- 
dela as president, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission was 
established by the South African 
Government to investigate the 
crimes committed between 1960 
and 1994 during the fight against 
apartheid. Hailed worldwide as a 
model for airing gross violations of 
human rights without resorting to 
Nuremburg-style trials, the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission 
was seen by many in South Africa 
as a means of healing the wounds 
of history. “We needed to acknowl- 
edge that we had a horrendous 
past,” said the TRC chairman, 
Desmond Tutu. “We needed to look 
the beast in the eye, so that the 
past wouldn't hold us hostage any- 


ASer mare thah Fae years of 
hearings, the Commission pub- 
lished findings compiled from the 
testimony of more than 21,000 Vic- 
tims. Amnesty hearings continue 
after so much cruelty, healing will 
be difficult. “Don't look for some- 
body else to be the one who is going 
to do the reconciliation,” he urged 
his fellow South Africans. “Each 


South African is going to have to 
say, What is the contribution I am 
going to be making to what will be 
a national project?” 

For the moment, in the after- 
math of the hearings, South 
Africans are living in an echo 
chamber of horrors, having lis- 
tened week after week to a sound- 
track of human tragedy. The sto- 
ries that emerge from the hearings 
are a litany of detentions, abduc- 
tions, beatings, burnings, torture, 
rape, and murder. One by one, in 
some of the most powerful and 
cathartic television footage ever 
broadcast, the victims of apartheid 
and their families look perpetra- 
tors in the eye and ask them to 
admit and regret their actions. For 
some victims, it is the first time to 
confront their torturers in the day- 
light, face to face. For others, 
whose family members disap- 
peared and were never heard from 
again, it is the opportunity finally 
to know the truth about how their 
loved ones died, and to ask the 
most commonly-heard question 
during the hearings: “May we have 
the bones back?” 

As’ the Commission moved 
toward its conclusion, journalist 
Bill Moyers and producer-director 
Gail Pellett went among the peo- 


As he reports on South Africa's efforts to overcome the bitter legacy of 
apartheid, journalist Bll Moyers discusses the goals of the Truth and Rec- 


Desmond Tutu. 


with chairman, 


ple of, sae Africa to report on the 
throes of a nation trying to under- 
stand the “unspeakable evils” of 
the past. Their stunning stories- 
told by blacks and whites, victims 


and perpetrators, the unrepentant 
and the merciful-are at the heart 
of the documentary, FACING 


THE TRUTH WITH BILL MOY- 
ERS, premiering Tuesday, March 


Musician pens humorous yet 
insightful book on ebonics 


CENTURY CITY, Calif— D. 
Munyungo Jackson is the epitome 
of rhythm, a world-traveled percus- 
sionist whose melodic stylings have 
added magic to the songs of leg- 
ends like Stevie Wonder, Miles 
Davis, Sting and Aretha Franklin. 
Check your albums; he’s sure to be 
credited on many of them. 

Utilizing his extra-fine gift for 
rhythm as he crosses over into the 
literary world, Jackson has 
authored his first book, “The Nu 
Naybahood Funetic Ebonic Dictio- 
nary.” A hilarious yet insightful 
reference source, “The diction docu- 


D. Maine prre 


AA ee Heritasp 


wor 


Above The Rim 


- ments the beauty of the Black Eng- 
lish language better known as 
Ebonics. With humorous illustra- 
tions provided by his son, Darryl 
“Wolf” Jackson, Jr., the text tran- 
scends generations and cultural 
boundaries. 

While providing key referrals 
for everyday speaking habits, Jack- 
son pokes lighthearted fun at what 
has been a most controversial 
topic. 

“Language is music,” he says. 
“And when you really listen to it, 
black folk have perhaps the most 
lyrical and poetic language on the 
planet! Asia percussionist, I realize 
that rhythm flows through every- 
thing. When it comes to Ebonics, 
the many and various rhythms are 
definitely there!” 

Starting with the letter, A, as 
in “Don’t be aahkin’ (acting) like no 
fool)” through the letter Z, as in 


50% OFF 
1 ETHNICAR 


“Zat (Is that) alright with you?” 
Jackson tactically highlights the 
nuances of the language. Full ebon- 
ic sentences are rendered along 
with the “proper” English transla- 
tion. Under the letter U, we find: 
U-bouthu, as in “Hey! Ay gotta git 
inna baffroom! U-bouthu?” Trans- 
lation: I got to get in the bathroom. 
Are you about through? 

From one generation to the 
next, African ericans have 
passed down a unique language of 
expression. It dates back to the 
time of slavery, when in an effort to 
pay homage to Africa Blacks blend- 
ed indigenous speech patterns with 
the King’s English. This helped 
maintain a sense of identity. 

In light of the terms many of us 
unconsciously use every day, we 
come to terms with the fact that 
this language we use is about liber- 
ation.rather than ignorance, 


haircut or 
relaxer* | 


HAIR l 
SPA 


Elevating Your Beauty | 


Uplifting Your Spirit 


* Ist time customers 
expires 4/30/99 


6 South Ave Plainfield, 43 07062 908. 755 ngl 


Kyle is a local high school star who catches the 
eyes of several top college scouts. He is persuad- 
ed by his friend to play for a neighborhood club 
run by Tupac Shakur in the big SHOOT-OUT - He 
learns growing pains happen on and off the court 
and sometimes Above the Rim 


Sunday, Feb.28, 1999 @ 8pm 
and 
Saturday, March 13, 1999 @2pm 


G 


WWORTV 


with hosts 
Ossie Davis 


Ruby Dee 
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THIS OFFER Is SO 
Goop, YOU WONT 
SEE IT AGAIN FOR 
ANOTHER 25 YEARS. 


EEURERE There's never been a better time to visit 

ESSES St. Thomas. At Point Pleasant Resort, we are 

P celebrating our silver anniversary, and we want 

SHEE to share it with you. So in honor of the occa- 

sion, we're taking 25% off our everyday rate. 

Discover 95 villa-style suites spanning from shoreline to hilltop. 

Relax on 15 acres of natural island beauty. Then surround yourself 

with three fresh water pools, tennis, plus nature trails and plenty of 
watersports. We'll even give you use of a resort car. 

Our anniversary won't last long, so you'd better call soon. Offers 


like this don’t come around very often. 


For reservations please call 1-800-777-1700 
or call your travel professional. 


Oron PLEASANT RESORT 


Subject ro av 
may apply w: 


USVI 


30. from 9-11 p.m. (ET) on PBS 
(check local listings). Presented on 
PBS by Thirteen/WNET in New 
York, FACING THE TRUTH 
WITH BILL MOYERS is produced 
by Public Affairs Television, Inc. 
Funding is provided by W.K. Kel- 
logg Foundation, Henry J. Kaiser 
Family Foundation, and Mutual of 
America Life Insurance Company. 
“Millions of Americans were 
caught up in the see h to end 
apartheid,” according to Moyers. 
“Through direct action supporting 
the struggle for democracy, 
through efforts to persuade corpo- 
rations, universities and founda- 
tions to disinvest in the racist 
South African regime, and 
through intervention by politicians 
from Robert Kennedy to Andrew 
Xana to Jesse Helms and Patrick 
, the United States and 
Sue ‘Africa became deeply entan- 
gled in the second half of the 20th 
Century. There were image of our 
own nation. America is still 
wrestling with its own heritage of 
discrimination and injustice. We 
thought that by looking at South 
Africa’s attempt to move beyond a 
racially divided society-to reconcile 
and forgive the past-we might 
learn ET ae for our own 
future. 


New kid 
under 
the big top 


Ringmaster Jonathan Lee Iverson 
When the 129th Edition of Rin- 
gling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey- 
hopened on Christmas night, a new 
and beautiful voice — an operatic 
tenor — carried through the Big Top 
in Tampa, Florida, grabbing the audi- 
ence of all ages. Under the spotlights, 
in a red, sparkling vest and black top- 
coat, 23-year-old, six-foot-three 
johnathan Lee Iverson began his pro- 
fessional entertainment career in a 
fashion he had never dreamed it 
would — as The Ringmaster for The 
Greatest Show On Earth. 

In'a moment he will never forget, 
Iverson captured the audience as he 
delivered the first song on opening 
night, “Welcome to the World of the 
Circus,” all while lights flashed, the 
music played, acrobats spun, clowns 
clowned around, and the animals and 
their trainers paraded around the 
rings. He then welcomed the audience 
with his powerful and convincing 
voice. “Ladies and gentlemen, chil- 
dren of aaallll ages. . . The Greaaaat- 
est Shooow On Eaaaaarthhh!” 

The son of a postal worker and a 
firefighter, Iverson was born and 
raised in Manhattan and began per- 
forming at age 11 with the world- 
famous and prestigious Boys Choir of 
Harlem. It was with The Boys Choir 
that he received his formal and 
intense voice training and where he 
was groomed to use the skills of 
charm and self-expression through 
the art of music. 

He traveled around the world 

| with the choir and experienced what 

few children are privy to, for exam- 
ple, seeing Placido Domingo perform 
in Japan and singing at the intermis- 
sion for Luciano Pavarotti’s Concert 
in Central Park. 

After attending the Fiorello H. La 
Guardia High School of Music and 
Art and Performing Arts in Manhat- 
tan, he won scholarships for the Hartt 
School of Music, where he continued 
his voice training studies. But his 
plans for graduate study and travel 
were interrupted when he landed a 
role in The Fireside Christmas Show 
directed by Phil McKinley. McKinley 
was immediately impressed witi 
Iverson and invited him to audition 


for the position of Ringmaster. 
“Twas just planning to eam some 
extra cash to travel with - I never 
anticipated that I would be invited to 
an audition for this incredible role,” 


“But I knew that this 
fetime opportunity 


says Iversor 
was a once- 
and I went for it.” 

He was up against 29 other aspir- 
ing Ringmasters, but Producer Ken- 
neth Feld and McKinley believed that 
Iverson was undoubtedly the one for 
the role. 
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Bring/mail ads to: 
144 North Avenue 
Plainfield, N.J. 07060 


ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
Project No. 976049,3/Contract No. 3 


LEGAL NOTICE 


BOONTO} ITHORITY. 
CLAP. NO. 32 
LATION OF HEATING SYSTEM. 

DISTRIBUTION PIPING, INSTALLATION OF 


ND STEAM TRAPS 


RIVERVIEW APARTMENTS 
1997-98 C.1.A.P. NJ 39P05296-98 
PUBLIG NOTICE ie hereby givon that sealed propos 


Chestnut Street, Boonton, New Jersey, on March 26, 
1999, at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time. The Authority 
reserves the right to waive any informalities in bids and 
to reject any and all bids if it is in the best interest of 
the Authority to do so. A pre-bid meeting will bo held 
at 9:00 a.m. on March 10, 1999, at the Authority's 
Administrative Office at 125 Chestnut Street 

‘Separate sealed bids for: 


CONTRACT 3 - Insulation of Heating System 
Distribution Piping, Installation of er Isolation 
Valves, and Replacement of Thermostatic Radiator 
Valves and Steam Traps, at Riverview Apartments. 


All work incidental thereto, 
‘Specifications. 


in accordance with 


Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or Bid 
Bond in the following amounts: 


BIDS AMOUNT 
up to $200,000 10% 
$200,000 - $400,000 $20,000 
over $400,000 5% 


Bids must be accompanied by consent surety rogard- 
less of whether a check or Bid Bond is submitted. All 
bonds and consents of surety must be written by sure- 
ty companies listed in the most recent Circular No. 
570, United States Department of the Treasury. 


NOTICE A ARCHITECTS/ 

ENGINEERS 
The Housing heen of the City of Salem is inviting 
submittals from professional architectura/engineering 
firms for HUD funded comprehensive grant program 
(CGP) improvements. The scope of work includes: 
Replace entrance doors, secure crawl spaces and 
upgrade exterior electric panels at NJ 58-14, West 
Side Court and paint apartments and halls at NJ 58- 
1B, Broadway Towers. The scope of service includes: 
preparation of plans and specifications; assisting the 
authority in awarding bids; inspection of construction 
until completion 


Submittals will be evaluated according to the following 
criteria 


WEIGHT 
Professional and technical experience 15 
Professional and technical competence 20 
Past performance in terms of cost control, 
quality of work and performance schedules 20 
Capability to provide services in a timely 

manner 15 
Knowledge of local building practices and 

HUD requirements 

Stability and MBE practices 5 
Fee proposal 20 
Al submittals must include evidence tho 
architecYengineering firm is licensed in New Jersey 
and certification that the firms principals or staff have 
not been disbarred or suspended from practice by any 
federal, state of local agency. 

A non-mandatory site inspection is scheduled for 
10:00 A.M., March 11, 1999 for all interested firms. 
Interested firms should respond by 10:00 A.M. March 
18, 1999 to Ruth O. Gross, Executive Directress, 
Housing Authority of the City of Salem, 205 Seventh 
pro See Nees On 

Ruth O. Gro: 

PHM Executive Directs 


aoa ens 


ACCREDITATION SURVEY OF 
UMDNJ-UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 


The Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
Organizations (JCAHO) will conduct an accreditation 
survey of UMDNJ-University Hospital on April 6-9, 


1999. The purpose of the survey will be to evaluate the 


The i lable on February 

23, 1999, and are on file, and may be picked-up or 

examined at the Administrative Offices of the 
thor 


bank draft in the amount of $75.00 payable to the 
"Boonton Housing Authority” for each set. DOCU- 
A -FOR 
DOCUMENTS IS NON- 
The Suocesetul Bidor wil be required to fumish an 
bor and Matərial 
most 
recent Circular No. 570, United States Department of 
the Treasury, as the Authority may prescribe and with 
such sureties as they may approve. 
All Bidders must be authorized to do business in New 
Jersey. Any Bidder which is a corporation not char- 
tered under the laws of the State of New Jersey, must 
felt an afidavit conlying that sald corporation is 
‘authorized to do business in the State of New Jersey. 
Bidders are required to comply with the relearn 
of Public Law 1975, ¢.127 which pertains to “Non- 
Discrimination" and ‘Atimative Actions” and Public 
Law 1977,¢:33, which’ requires a Statement of 
Corporate Ownership. 


Sherry L. Sims 
Executive Director 
Boonton Housing Authority 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 


The Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick is 
seeking proposals from qualified vendors to provide 
mprahensive sofware system Vendors must have 
Sfesst a) fours of Hail experonce si po! 
Vide no less than (10) clients using the system for a 


year, 
2000 compliant and be a true Windows based product. 
software must also utiize a multi-user database, 
RFP documents can be obtained during normal busi- 
ness hours, Monday thru Friday at the offices of the 
Housing Authority of the City of New Brunswick, 71 
Neilson Street, New Brunswick, 
jall be no telephone inquiri 
ments shall be picked up by a representative of the 
ndor. All proposals are due on or before 4:00 p.m. 
prevailing time on Monday, March 15, 1999. 


CLUB EQUIPMENT 
Disco Lighting & Sound + CD pias: Sopak 
Racks + Amps * Turntables, 
a r cence 
Downtown Newark - (973) 623-4777 
Auction Outlet 


COMPUTER PACKARD BELL 
Pentium 100 MZ CD ROM + Sound Card + Speaker 


Color Monitor - $395.00 al (079) 623-8777, 
ther models in 


ompliance with nationally established 
standard: 


care issues and the safety of the environment. Anyone 
believing that he/she has pertinent information about 
such matters may request a public information inter- 
view with the JCAHO representatives at the time of the 
‘survey. 

For information on how to request an interview, you 
may visit University Hospital's website at 
www.umdnjedu/univhosp/ or call (973) 972-6273. 


$38.29 


PUBLIC HEARING 
1999 COMPREHENSIVE GRANT PROGRAM 


The Housing Authority of the Township of Woodbridge 
will hold a public hearing to present its proposed 1999 
Comprehensive Grant Program application on 
Wednesday, April 7, 1999 at 6:00 PM at the Charles 
Molnar Community Center, 19 Bunns Lane, 
Woodbridge, NJ. Comprehensive Grant Funding is 
ised to maintain the Authority's public housing stock 
and insure its viability for future use. 
Peter J. Ansar 


a 
Executive Director $28.81 


PLACE 
YOUR 
LEGAL AD 
HERE 
CALL 


908-754-3400 
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SPECIAL FINANCING 
Colonial with 3 bdrms, familyroom, diningroom, 
Livingroom, eat-in kitchen. Is offered with 100% 
financing to qualified buyers. 

Priced $118,888 
Boraie Realty 
732-846-3700 


CLERK TYPIST/ 
RECEPTIONIST 


Public Agency 


NEW JERSEY BASED 
on REVLON PROFESSIONAL 
ETHNIC PRODUCTS DIVISION 
MERCHANDISERS 
FULL-TIME 

REVLON — the workd's leading cosmetics company, 
is currently seeking Full-time Merchandisers in the 


Ethnic Products Group of our Professional Products 


‘excellent on-the-job taining possibi overnight trav- 
eling. 


Please send your resume or letter of interest to: 


jile, FL 
2406, Am Sales office. Equal Opportunity Employer 


eks 
phones, groet clients and handie clerical duties. Heavy 
Volume office. Computer literacy a must. Bi-ingual 
preered. Salary range $17k - $28k Excell. benefit 
package. Send resume or call for an applicatio 
Passaic Housing Authority 
333 Passaic St, Passaic, NJ 07055 


Equal Opportunity Employer 


TENANT INTERVIEWER 


Public Agency seeks to hire an individual to keane 
ula- 


Package Send resume or call for an application 
Passaic Housing Authority 
333 Passaic St, Passaic, NJ 07055 
Attn: Sandra Ortiz 
(973) 365-6330 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
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HELP WANTED 


e SUMMIT BANK 


(973) 736-9898 
www.summitbank:com 

Please call our "Voice Box’ system 24 hrs., 

Zdayntwook, and use Box #400 fore position 


Part-Time Forms Designer 
Purchasin 
Fair Lawn, NJ 
When you join the Summit family, you will receive an 
attractive salary, a comprehensive benefits package 
and more than enough room for substantial growth. 
EOE M/F/DIV 


“Voice Box” is a registered trademark of 
VOICE BOX SYSTEMS, inc. 


Pao SUMMIT BANK 


P 
(973) 736-9898 
woww-summitbank.com 
Please call our “Voice Box” system 24 h 
7 days/week, and use Box #4089 for the positions 
below: 


nt Management Division 
e a Mt. Holly/Woodbury, 
Jersey City, South Plainfield 
When you Join the Summi famiy, you wil receive an 
comprehensive benefits package 
“paper room for “substantia! growth. 


ana mor 
EOE MEON 


“Voice Box” is a registered trademark of 
VOICE BOX SYSTEMS, Inc. 


nB hag NJ 07064 


Classified/Legals 


Fax legals t 
908-753-1036 
24 hours a day 


ublished every Wednesday 
Biectne for the submission 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

THE ARC OF UNION COUNTY 
DIRECT CARE STAFF: Full & Part 
Time positions including evening and 
weekend shifts. Positions 
responsible for instructing and monitor 
ing skills development in a residential 
setting, and providing support and assis- 
tance for residents in daily living skills. 
Previous experience working with adults 
with developmental disabilities pre- 
ferred. 


Send resume or apply at: The Arc of Union 
County 
luman Resources 
1225 South Ave., 
Plainficld, NJ 07062 
Fax: (908) 754-6817 


he Wednesday of publidatic M 


Machine Operators 


USA Detergents, Inc. a central Jersey manufacturer of 


progress ip $775 afer 6 monthe of ‘employment, plus 


including: medicaVdentaViife insurance, and more. 
Applicants should apply in person between the hours 
of 9:00 AM - 11:00 PM, or 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM at: 
USA Detergents, Inc. 
1735 Jersey Avenue 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902 


Applications will be accepted until Friday, March 12, 1999. 
EO! 


EMFIDIV 


DIRECTORY SALES 


INTERNS 


Full-time students with a 2.5 G.P.A. and 
excellent communications skills who are 
interested in developing work experience 
send your resume to: City News, Attn: Jan 
Johnson, P.O. Box 191, Plainfield, NJ 
07061 or fax your resume to 908-753- 
1306. You will have the opportunity to 
learn hands-on experience in Microsoft 
Word, Adobe Photoshop, Act 3.0, 
QuarkXPress, xeroxing, faxing, scanning, 
filing, sorting, making phone calls. Some 
internships are paid. 


Sales experience preferred. We 
will train for directory sales for 
the 2000 Minority Business 
Journal & Black Pages. 
Commission only. 
Send resume to: 
City News 
Attn: Advertising Dept. 
P.O. Box 191 
Plainfield, NJ 07061 


City News 10 


Local 
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Local organizers unite for Mumia 


NEWARK — The Greater Newark Mil- 
lions For Mumia Local Organizing Commit- 
tee announced that it has secured the endorse- 
ments of two prominent area activists for the 
upcoming Millions For Mumia International 
Rally slated for April 24 in Philadelphia. 
Lawrence Hamm, longtime chairman of 
the People’s Organization for Progress (POP) 
and just recently the former co-chairman of 
the NJ Million Man March Coalition, has 
proudly announced his support for the rally. 
jamm, who helped coordinate and mobi- 
lize over 20,000 men from New Jersey for the 
epic Million Man March, will serve as an out- 
reach consultant for local forces. He was to 
begin meeting with organizers this week 
“This brother (Hamm) is a valuable 
resource for our people in this community. 
We anxiously await his suggestions for us, 


exclaimed Zayid 


highly traumatic front. 


Police Brutality have all 


DeLacy Davis and Black Cops Against 
Police Brutality (BCAP) have also endorsed 
the rally, organizers announced. Davis and 
BCAP are sustaining a courageous response 
to police brutality within the ranks of the 
police, especially in the greater Newark area. 
They have also become a key resource on this 


BCAP, a national group of black police 
officers and the New Jersey Coalition Against 
the 


incarceration for his work with the Black Pan- 
ther Party, and the ageless Ossie Davis. 

Now 81, Davis, a much-heralded veteran 
of the stage and screen and the civil rights 
movement who traces his @wn activism back 
to the days of the famous Scottsboro Case, 
told the standing-room-only audience in an 
urgent, fatherly tone that he intends to help 
make Mumia’s case “a matter of concern for 
every breakfast table in the country.” 


The 


is not 


Diallo in New York. 


police brutality seminars with 


for the Greater Newark LOC, 


Coors salutes 


contributors 
to basketball 


EDISON — The centerpiece of 
Coors Brewing Company's celebra- 
tion of 1999 Black History Month 
is “Passing Glory”, a salute to those 
African-American players, coaches 
and people behind the scenes who 
have made a difference to and 


through basketball. The program 
includes a sweepstakes and radio 
tie-ins such as this one in which 


Mac Davis, and Jeff Foxx, on-air 


personality at WBLS-FM RADIO, 


based in New York City, look over 


the Coors Light “ 
poster. 


“Passing Glory” 


In the sweepstakes, displays at 
retail offer lucky adult consumer 


winners a trip to Magic Johnson’s 
Midsummer Night's Magic’s UNCF 
all-star basketball charity extrava- 
ganza in Los Angeles. Basketball 
legend Earl “The Pearl” Monroe is 
making appearances to promote the 
“Passing Glory” promotion at retail 
outlets in New Jersey. 


presence of the i 


police killing of African immigrant Amadou 
Organizers are exploring doing some 


preparation for the rally in early Real's 
Organizers also proudly hailed the suc- 
cess of the Feb. 26 Town Hall Meeting for 
Mumia in New York City, which included the 
itable Geronimo ji Jaga 

(Pratt), who endured 27 years of wrongful 


April 24, 


Act,” 


HY PASSING GLORY SW 


Mac Davis (left) joins on on-air personality Jeff Foxx during a Black Histo- 


ry Month Celebration. 


PLACE YOUR AD TODAY 
in 


CITY NEWS 


INCREASE YOUR COMPANY’S VISIBILITY! Call 908-754-3400 
And ask for our Advertising Department 


Go for The Best! 
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Whiting 


ipporters say that the g 
just trying to kill an innocent man, but offi- 
cials are seeking to use hig case to create an 
environment of intimidation and fear within 
in minority communities. 

1996, President Clinton 
signed into law the “Expedited Death Penalty 
which directs federal courts to accept 
the rulings of state courts in capital cases. 
Ironically, April 24 is also the birth date of the 
condemned journalist. 


their campus. 


WISOMMM 


Greater 
announced that it has already secured the sup- 
port of organizations like Black Nia Force, 
Uhuru, Women In Support of The Million 
Man March (WISOMMM), Afrikan Echoes, 
the PanAfrikan Muslim Movement and the 
African Globe Studio. 

On the student front, the Black Student 
Union of William Paterson University held 
their own rally for Abu-Jamal recently on 


The LOC and the African Globe are 
preparing to bring together area artists to 
come out for Abu-Jamal at the Globe Studios 
in Newark on April 2. 

The Greater Newark Local Organizing 
Committee meets every Tuesday at the 


Newark at 7 p.m. Organizations, businesses, 
churches and mosques wishing to endorse the 
rally may call (973) 624-1440. 


Newark LOC also 


Mansion, 53 Lincoln Park, 


Revolutionary journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal 


NJ schools will rewrite history 


TRENTON — Assembly Education Committee 
approved a measure Assembiyman William D. Payne 
sponsored that would establish a 21-member “Amistad 
Commission” to develop education and public-awareness 
programs about the history of slavery in America and the 
post-slavery triumphs of African-Americans, which will 


be incorporated into the regular school curriculum. 


The new state-wide commission also would be 
responsible for developing general public awareness pro- 
grams about the history of racism in America, the efforts 
to a and eradicate racism in our society, and the 


Ain Dialling this codi 


The Amistad Commission named in honor of a group 
of enslaved Africans who successfully gained their free- 
dom by overthrowing the crew of the slave cargo ship 
Amistad and later had their case for freedom successfully 
argued before the United States Supreme Court would 
have a broad range of responsibilities, 
develop improved education programs to teach public and 
private school children about the history of slavery in 


America 


“We're not seeking revisionism with this legislation, 
we're seeking accuracy about the totality of the history of 
slavery and African-Americans,” said Payne. 


have 


“The unique cruelties of this country’s slave trade - 
which separated families - are often ignored or given scant 
attention in New Jersey classrooms,” 
dents need to learn the horrors their ancestors faced and 
overcame and should realize the significance of African- 
cE contributions to the development of our soci- 


said Payne. “Stu- 


` Payne said the lack of knowledge of African-Ameri- 
can achievements is a contributing factor in the unwar- 
ranted negative outlook and the lack of self-esteem and 
pride that many young African Americans have about 
and their place in society. 


these young people have never been taught about 


tors,” 


notably, helping to 


said Payne. 


the instances of courage exhibited by their enslaved ances- 
“They don’t know the names of their 
heroes who fought slavery, or that thousands of black men 
fought in the Revolutionary and Civil Wars, or that their 
ancestors brought a wealth of talents with them to the New 
World. This lack of awareness of their achievements has 
often resulted in feelings of confusion and shame.” 

Payne added, “This bill will help to instill pride and 


develop self-esteem among minority youths who may now 


lack them, and may also inspire them to achieve educa- 
tional excellence and may very well unleash untapped 
intellect among them.” 


Superintendent Hall headed for Atlanta 


By Jeffrey Gold 


NEWARK (AP) — As a career 
educator with leading roles in the 


leamed that improving a big district 
starts in each building. 

“You reform a system one school 
ata time,” said Beverly L. Hall, who is 
leaving as Newark superintendent for 
the top job in the Atlanta school dis- 
trict, 


School principals can expect 
Scrutiny, Hall said, noting that about 
half the 82 principals in Newark have 
been replaced during her four-year 
tenure, many through retirement 

She was recruited for the Atlanta 
job during a six-month search for a 
successor to Benjamin O. Canada, 
who left in the summer to become 
superintendent of schools in Portland, 


re. 

The Atlanta school board is to 
yote on her contract March 8, and 
anticipates she would start work in 
July. 

Hall made $140,000 a year as 


Local artist 


head of the 44,000-student Newark 
district. She said her salary has not yet 
been determined in Atlanta, which has 
58, me students. 

he “vast majority” of the new 
aE in Newark came from with- 
in the state’s largest school system, she 
told reporters at a farewell news con- 
ference, several days after Atlanta 
announced her selection. 

Hall is the only superintendent the 
troubled Newark schools have had 
since the state removed the elected 
school board and took control of the 
system. She predicted that if test 
scores continue to improve, local con- 
trol could return in another four years. 

Before coming to Newark, Hall 
was deputy school chancellor for 
instruction in the New York City 
school system, where she spent 25 
years. She started as an English 
teacher there, became a principal and 
rose through the ranks. 

Under her tenure, school atten- 
dance rose to 90 percent — a 30-year 
high — crime was reduced and build- 
ings were renovated, according to the 
district. Test scores began rising, and 


puts a face 


on America’s homeless 


CRANFORD — From March 12th 
through April 15th, Union County Col- 
Jege’s Tomasulo Gallery will be host to 
Joan Arbeiter’s “Street People: Portraits 
with Biographical Narratives.” Th 
exhibit consists of multiple portraits in 
mixed media on acetate. To develop the 
exhibit, Arbeiter spent time visiting 
New York City’s homeless camps. Her 

traits are of individuals she met in 
the camps and capture their life views. 
When she began the project, Arbeiter 
would choose a part of her conversation 
with the person and relate it on the por- 
trait to enhance the relationship 
between the viewer and the art. As the 
project progressed, she decided to let 
each individual write their own stories 
on the portraits, making her exhibit so 


a 


nique. 

“Street People” took more than two 
years to complete. Using every type of 
tool available to build up and rework the 
portrait, she uses pencils, oil, crayon, 
charcoal, or paint. Arbeiter used this 
genre to express her troubled feelings 
about the homeless situation. Her state- 
ments help create a personal connection 
between the observer and the subject. 
This exhibit is a way to inform the pub- 


Joan Arbeiter’s “Street People” 


lic about the homeless, especially that 
many of those who are homeless are out 
on their own because of an economic 
situation that could befall anyone and 
seems to get worse each day. Arbeiter 


Educator Beverly L. Hall 


corporate grants flowed in. 

Hall, 50, and her husband live in 
Scotch Plains. Although she has spent 
her career in public schools, she said 
her son, who is to graduate from col- 
lege this summer, attended private 
schools. 


Another suspicious 
blaze hits Plainfield 
impound lot 
PLAINFIELD (AP) — Police are 
investigating the second suspicious 


blaze in a month at the city impound lot. 
Firefighters battled a blaze that 


attempted to put a face on 
icone her art and in the process found 

they were a large and complex group of 
human beings with no stereotypical 
homeless person. 

Having shown her work in more 
than 19 solo and nearly 100 group 
shows, Arbeiter has a well established 
reputation around the tri-state area. Her 
exhibit “Street People” has also been on 
display at the Douglass College Center, 
New Brunswick, NJ and the Ceres 
Gallery, New York City, NY. Arbeiter 
currently teaches at the DuCrut School 
of Artin Plainfield, New Jersey. 

The exhibit will debut on Friday, 
March 12th, 1999 with an opening 
reception from 7 to 9 p.m. The Tomasu- 
lo Gallery is located on the first floor of 
the MacKay Library on the campus of 
Union County College, 1033 Spring- 
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. 
Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Mondays through Thursdays and on 
Saturdays. 


heavily late Friday 
night in a Rock Avenue lot. 

At least five cars were still buring 
late Friday night, said Lt. John Coppola 
of the Plainfield Fire Department. 

The investigation is to continue on 
Saturday, he said. 

The impound lot has been the site of 
suspicious blazes more than once in the 

ast. 


“It was pretty big,” police Sgt. 
David Guarino said of Friday night's 
fire. “It was toward the back of the lot, 
but you could see the flames from Rock 
Avenue. A lot of smoke, a lot of 
flames.” 
Guarino said “it was aoia 

fairly quickly” by the fire de 
No one appeared to be injured in the tire, 
he said 

The last blaze at the lot occurred 
late Jan, 23 when 21 cars were heavily 
damaged and two others were 
destroyed. Officials deemed that inci- 
dent suspicious, and city and Union 
County arson teams began investigat- 
ing. 

Police said a gas can had been 
found on the impound lot property after 
that incident, but they did not say 
whether it could be linked to the fire. 

After that fire, officials had trouble 
notifying many of the cars’ owners 
because the vehicles were burned 
beyond recognition. 

Most of those cars were old and 
abandoned, fire officials had said 

The lot is owned and operated by 
Wiggins Auto Body. It holds abandoned 
cars as well as recovered stolen vehicles 
and cars seized during arrests. The Rock 
‘Avenue lot also was the site of two fires 
last spring, fire officials said. Because it 
is located ina secluded, wooded area not 
far from the Green Brook, it has been a 
popular target for vandals and thieves to 
strike, officials said, 


